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Commission approves new arena contract

Laura E. Corley
Senior Accountability Reporter
laura@maconmelody.com

The Macon-Bibb County Com-
mission voted to approve a con-
tract with an out-of-state company
to plan for a new sports and event
arena and oversee its construction.

After meeting behind closed
doors, commissioners voted unan-
imously to approve a contract with
MFA Program Management based
in Memphis, Tennessee.

The company will be paid no
more than 3.25% of the total cost

of the project, according to county
documents.

A sports and event arena is
among items on the mayor’s wish
list for projects to build with $450
million to be collected through the
Special Purpose Local Option Sales
Tax voters approved in March. At
least $50 million has already been
earmarked for repaving roads.

Collection of the recently-ap-
proved penny-on-the-dollar tax
won’t begin until after the 2018
SPLOST collection reaches the
$280 million cap, which is expect-
ed later this year.

Miller said earlier this year that
the county would seek additional
public and private funding to pay
for the new arena.

The county also gave the green
light for attorney Blake Sharp-
ton to start obtaining financing
for the mayor’s $50 million road
improvement project. Financing
will allow the county to get mon-
ey to begin work before the 2025
SPLOST money will be collected.
However, the county will have to
pay interest.

The 2026 budget was presented
and is set for adoption at a meet-

ing on June 17.

ACE tax dispute settled

In other business, commission-
ers voted to settle a long-brewing
dispute over property taxes owed
by the Academy of Classical Edu-
cation, a state charter school on
the northern edge of the county.
The litigation dates back to 2017.

ACE Macon One, a limited li-
ability company created by True
North Construction Group, bought
the property in 2014 and built the
school. ACE Macon One owned the
property until the academy bought

it in Summer 2017.

The school alleged it should have
been exempt from property taxes
in 2017 but the county board of tax
assessors denied the exemption
because ACE Macon One owned
the property on Jan. 1, 2017.

Court records from January
show a judge found the academy
was not entitled to a property tax
exemption for 2017. However, the
academy appealed in February.

The dispute ended Tuesday
when commissioners unanimous-

See COMMISSION, Page A3

Students pitch in at
Macon's summer
free meal programs

Evelyn Davidson
Community Reporter

As Bibb County students
set their notebooks aside and
hang their backpacks up for
the summer, many will forgo
free breakfasts and lunches
provided during the school
year.

“Often, people don't realize
that 5 or 7 or 10 miles away
from where they live, there
are children that might go
hungry this summer,” said

June O’Neal, former execu-
tive director of The Mentors
Project.

Although she recently re-
tired from the Macon non-
profit, O’'Neal — known by
some as the “Mother Teresa”
of Macon — is still finding
ways to give back and will
continue working with the
organization through at least
the end of the year.

“I'm all about feeding chil-

See MEALS, Page A2
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Bibb County Sherift David Davis speaks with protesters outside of the county lockup in downtown Macon on Wednesday before the protest made its
way to City Hall. Arden Latham stands beside him. Latham talked last week about her experience in the county lockup in December of 2023.

Maconites protest Bibb jail
conditions, march to City Halli

Evelyn Davidson
Community Reporter
evelyn@maconmelody.com

release of images exposing the jail’s
squalid conditions and concerns with
overpopulation.

Participants stood outside the coun-
ty jail, chanting “no justice, no peace.”
Many also wore “incarcerated lives
matter” T-shirts.

Protesters knocked on the glass doors
of the sheriff’s office, prompting Bibb
County Sheriff David Davis to come
outside and listen to their concerns.

'Untold Stories' exhibit highlights history of several
Black individuals and their contributions at Hay House

Davis agreed with protesters, calling
the conditions within the county jail
“deplorable” and “antiquated.”

“That’s the only place I have to put
them,” he said of the inmates.

If he had permission from the courts,
he would release every inmate today,
Davis told the crowd, but where the
incarcerated individuals end up is ulti-

Macon citizens demanded chang-
es to the Bibb County Jail at a pro-
test Wednesday in front of the coun-
ty lockup in downtown Macon. The
“Inmates Lives Matter” rally followed
a wave of recent outcries against the
inhumane treatment of inmates, the

Photo provided
Stratford students Sheefa Sodagar, Uma Pagadala and Trina Goorah take a
picture outside of a home as they donate food for a summer meal program.

See JAIL, Page A2
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Evelyn Davidson
Community Reporter

“Untold Stories,” a new
exhibit at Macon’s historic
Hay House, will shed light
on the Black individuals who
helped construct and oper-
ate the home.

The seven-story man-
sion is an architectural time
capsule, offering visitors
a glimpse into the lives of
the three families that lived
in the historic home from
1860 to 1962 before it was
declared a National Historic
Landmark in 1974.

The permanent exhibit will
be installed in the home’s
original kitchen and chroni-
cle the lives of the Black peo-
ple who contributed to Hay
House from enslavement to
emancipation, the Jim Crow
era, segregation and the Civil
Rights Movement.

“It's very important to me
that we begin telling those
stories in a bigger way,” Hay
House Executive Director

Aubrey Newby said.

Before becoming director
last May, Newby former-
ly served on the Hay House
board and the board for the
Georgia Trust for Histor-
ic Preservation, which has
owned the home since 1977.

Black historians compiled
a timeline out of historical
documents, newspapers and
letters from the original fam-
ilies, said Newby, who not-
ed that some research into
the archives occurred in the
early 2000s for an ‘Invisible
Hands’ tour, but the new ex-
hibit will be the first instal-
lation to take a close look at
this previously untold side of
history.

The “Untold Stories” ex-
hibit reveals details about
five of the nine enslaved
people owned by the origi-
nal house’s inhabitants, the
Johnson family. The images
and documents displayed
include the original bill of

See HAY HOUSE, Page A2

Evelyn Davidson / The Melody
Aubrey Newby, the executive director of the Hay House and a former board member with the Georgia Trust for
Historic Preservation, takes a photo with pieces of the house's new "Untold Stories" exhibit, which is now open.
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Meals, from A1:

dren all the time,” she said. “It doesn’t mat-
ter if someone asks me to help do a feeding,
I'm glad to do it.”

O’Neal recently helped three Stratford
Academy students, Sheefa Sodagar, Uma
Pagadala and Trina Goorah, with a service
project for their rhetoric and argumenta-
tion class.

The trio of students had volunteered with
O’Neal in the past but wanted to find a way
to provide groceries to children in under-
served communities during school break.

“Giving them a little bit of relief, they re-
ally appreciated it,” Pagadala said. “It was
something small that we could do that made
a big difference.”

Sodagar, Pagadala and Goorah raised
about $720 by hosting a “dress down day”
at Stratford, where students could dress for
St. Patrick’s Day instead of wearing uni-
forms. Students and teachers paid $3 to
participate.

They delivered groceries — items like taco
ingredients, bread milk and ice cream — to
the homes of 15 families.

“I think the fact that these girls wanted
to step into neighborhoods that they might
not be well acquainted with was just won-
derful,” O’Neal said.

The Summer Feeding Program is an annu-
al initiative by The Mentor’s Project to feed
children during the summer when they're
out of school and meals aren’t guaranteed.

There will be several packing and distri-
bution days throughout the month of June
and July. For information about volunteer-
ing for the Mentors Project Summer Feed-
ing Program call 478-954-4346.

Summer Feeding
Program schedule:
» Pack and distribute bags on July 7 at
8 a.m.
« Pack bag days: June 26, July 10 and
July 17 at 8 a.m.
« Distribute bags days: June 30, July
14 and July 21 at 8 a.m.

The Bibb County School District will also
provide free breakfasts, from 8-8:30 a.m.,
and free lunches, from 12:30-1 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday until June 26 to chil-
dren at Weaver Middle School, Southwest
High School and SOAR Academy.

Breakfast will be available at John R.
Lewis, Veterans and Martin Luther King Jr.
elementary schools from 9-9:30 a.m. on the
same dates. Lunch will be available at all
sites.

Photo provided

Stratford students pack a grocery cart as they prepare to help with a summer meal program. The students worked
with June O'Neal, the former executive director of the Mentors Project, to feed families in need.

Jail, from A1:

mately the court’s decision.

He noted that many people violate proba-
tion and end up back in the county jail before
seeing a judge. Davis also pointed to the num-
ber of incarcerated individuals with mental
health challenges.

“We have got to get better treatment, better
facilities and better medicine and better care
for our individuals who have mental health
challenges, so they won’t wind up in my jail.”
he said.

The Bibb County Jail houses more than
1,000 people and a third of them have diag-
nosed mental health challenges, according
to Davis, who said this is a problem faced
throughout Georgia. The capacity of the jail
is 966 people.

“That is my legal obligation to make sure
that these individuals are taken care of,” Da-
vis told the protesters.

Seeking justice for Stephen Fossett

The conversation between Davis and the
protesters intensified when people began ask-
ing about Stephen Fossett, whose death at the
Bibb County Jail on May 25, 2024 sparked
public dissent.

“Justice is served through the courts,” Da-
vis said in response.

Fossett’s mother, Paula Platt, came forward
to ask for accountability and address Davis
directly for the first time in nearly a year.

“He didn’t deserve to be treated like trash,”
Platt said.

“On a personal level I cannot even think
about losing a child,” Davis said.

“All he was doing was trying to (expletive)
live and they killed my baby,” Platt said, be-
fore stepping away from the confrontation.

“I'm so sorry,” Davis told her. “We have to
let the legal situation work its way out.”

Platt said she wants to see real change oc-
cur and said the issues with the county jail’s
conditions and treatment of inmates is “sys-
temic.” She is still seeking justice for her son’s
death nearly a year later and calls the situa-
tion an indescribable pain, noting a lack of
transparency and accountability.

“I'm thankful for the changes that are
seeming to come about since my son has
passed — that his life is making a difference
in Bibb County,” Platt told The Melody. “It’s

Jason Vorhees / The Melody

Paula Platt, the mother of Stephen Fossett who died in Bibb County Jail custody last year, holds a Justice for Ste-
phen Fossett sign. Platt asked Sheriff David Davis for accountability and justice in the wake of her son’s death.

bittersweet because I feel like my son still
didn’t get his real justice.”

She explained that her son had schizophre-
nia for more than two decades and lived in
her home intermittently.

“Regardless of what anybody else thought
about him, or what the officers thought about
him, Stephen was my baby,” Platt said. “He
was loved.”

Protest at city hall

The dialogue between Davis and those
gathered outside the jail continued with pro-
testers pressing the sheriff for answers.

“I know we're all standing around here be-
cause we see that some basic needs are not
met, and I won’t argue with you, but they’re
getting fed, they have medical care,” Davis
told the protesters before several shouts from
the crowd cut him off.

Davis acknowledged issues with mainte-
nance and cleanup, but said inmates throw
food and destroy things.

Arden Latham shared with Davis and the
other protesters her experience being held in
the county lockup. Latham said she spent 24

butler and

Hay House, A1:

sale for Adeline Hall, an
enslaved woman who be-
came a fixture in the John-

son household and stayed
with the family even after
emancipation.

Visitors to Hay House
will be able to hear record-

ings of Chester Davis, the

Evelyn Davidson / The Melody
A pair of photos depict Black former residents of Macon's historic Hay
House at the home's new exhibit, title 'Untold Stories'.

Hay family’s
chauffeur who later guided
tour groups through the his-
toric home when it first be-
came a museum.

Primus Moore, an enslaved
brick mason and plasterer, is
recognized in the exhibit for
contributing to the home’s
intricate and lavish designs,
like the decorative ceilings.
He later went on to become
the first minority contractor
in Macon and worked on the
City Hall building.

None of the house’s ad-
vanced innovations — indoor
bathrooms, running water,
ventilation system and gas
lighting — would have been
possible without the work
of Black individuals running
the Hay House’s day-to-day
operations, according to
Newby.

The home is an “architec-
tural marvel” and an “asset
to this community,” he said.
He hopes students who vis-
it the historic landmark will
see some of their own history
reflected in the “Untold Sto-
ries” exhibit.

“It needs to be relevant to
all of our community,” New-
by said. “Everyone has a part
of the story here and we have
to tell that part of the story.”

The permanent exhibit is
open to the public, with new
installations being added
over time.

hours in jail in December 2023 after she was
arrested for allegedly growing marijuana, a
charge Latham said was false.

She recounted seeing women sleeping on
floors and tables in the common area. The

toilet in her cell was broken and there was
no running water or electricity, according to
Latham, who said she had to negotiate with
other inmates for drinking water.

“That will live with me forever, not because
of what I saw happen to me, but because of
what I saw happen to all those other girls who
were not lucky,” Latham said of her brief ex-
perience.

Other protesters suggested a citizen advi-
sory board and expressed interest in having
Davis meet with people regularly, to which he
agreed.

County commissioner Stanley Stewart also
attended the protest and encouraged folks to
take their concerns about the jail’s physical
conditions to the mayor.

“The ultimate decision rests with the mayor
and the commission as to what type of facility
is going to get built and how much money is
going to be available to build it,” Davis told
The Melody.

The protesters invited Davis to continue the
conversation at city hall and asked for more
involvement in the discussions between him
and the mayor.

“We’re asking for you to walk two blocks
with us,” Arden said.

Davis agreed to join them and the rally re-
located to the steps of city hall, but the mayor
was not there.
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Recent drownings add to history of death at Lake Tobesofkee

Laura E. Corley
Senior Accountability Reporter

Nearly a week after a child drowned in Lake
Tobesofkee, a second child who was pulled
from the water died Saturday.

Kiheen Johnson Jeffrey, 8, was pronounced
dead in the pediatric intensive care unit at The
Medical Center about 3:30 a.m., Macon-Bibb
County Coroner Leon Jones said.

Jeffrey was in the water at the Michael De-
wayne Jones Public Fishing Area along with
7-year-old Tristan Cornelius and a 10-year-
old boy on the afternoon of May 23 when
“they suddenly went under,” according to a
news release from the Bibb County Sheriff’s
Office.

Cornelius was unresponsive when emer-
gency responders pulled him from the water.
He was pronounced dead at the scene.

“They weren’t swimming. They were look-
ing at the ducks and fell in the water,” Jones
said. “The person that was supposed to have
been watching them walked away or turned
around.”

The pair of drownings are not the first trag-
ic losses of human life to occur on the lake,
according to Jones and Telegraph archives.

In fact, the fishing area where the children
were recovered is named in honor of Michael
Dewayne Jones, a firefighter who died while
saving three children from drowning in the
lake on May 21, 2011. Jones was 24 years old.

A year before Jones died, a pair of anglers
perished after their boat sank. The bodies of
Willie Buckles, 52, and his uncle, 62-year-
old Frank Roquemore, were recovered near
Claystone Park on Tuesday, March 10, 2010,
roughly three days after the two took a boat
out on the water to catch fish Saturday night.

In August 2015, a 3-year-old boy drowned
beneath the dock at the lakeside restaurant
Fish N’ Pig, less than a half mile from the
public fishing area where the three youngsters
went under.

More recently, on June 26, 2022, a 2-year-
old boy drowned on the eastern side of Clay-
stone Beach near the sea wall. The boy was
reported missing by family members who
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The Michael Dewayne Jones Public Fishing Area was cordoned off by yellow crime scene tape on May 23 after three young boys went under the water at Lake Tobesofkee.
Two of the boys died, one the same day and the other nearly a week later. The two deaths are the latest of several drownings at the lake over the past decade.

said he had drifted out of their sight. Minutes
later, a park ranger pulled the boy from water
about four feet deep. The child was taken to
an Atlanta hospital and pronounced dead that
afternoon.

Weeks before that, on July 10, 2022, a
31-year-old drowned while in an inner tube

float that was being pulled by a boat. The body
of Tyler Raye Renard Moss was pulled from
the water near Claystone Park the next day.
Jones said he believes everyone ought to
wear a life jacket on the water.
“Everybody needs a life jacket,” Jones said.
“If you're going to be in the water you need to

wear a life jacket.”

Jones said the county put life jackets at
Amerson River Park, a hot spot for drowning
deaths, but the effort was short-lived because
many people who borrowed them did not re-
turn them for others to use.

19-year-old North Ga. student who '

was in immigration detention after
dropped traffic charges gets bond

Grant Blankenship
and Sofi Gratas
GPB News

Ximena  Arias-Cristobal,
the 19-year-old North Geor-
gia college student who had
been in immigration deten-
tion for over two weeks, has
been granted bond and will
go home.

Arias-Cristobal was de-
tained by Immigration Cus-
toms and Enforcement after
she landed in the Whitfield
County Jail but before the
Dalton Police Department
dropped the traffic charge
against her for driving with-
out a license.

She will be released by ICE
on $1,500 bond.

“It was a very quick hear-
ing; we were called fifth in
the group,” attorney Dustin
Baxter said. “I did explain to
the judge that her dad had
been given a bond and that
she wanted bragging rights in
the family and to get a lower
bond than he did.”

Baxter said attorneys for
the government said little in
the hearing and offered no
explanation for why it took 16
days to set what is the mini-
mum bond allowed in immi-
gration proceedings.

“So now it's a matter of
how quickly the family can
pay the bond, and get Xime-
na out and breathing fresh air
again,” Baxter said.

Hannah Jones said posting
bond won’t be a problem.

“Ximena actually called me
a few minutes after we got the
news that she was granted
bond and we both were jump-
ing up and down,” Jones said.

The Gofundme that Jones

set up for Arias-Cristobal,
whose younger sister is a
friend of Jones’ daughter and
who babysits for the Jones
family, is sitting at around
$90,000. Jones, a Dalton
native, said the money came
first from home, Whitfield
County.

“It started in our communi-
ty, but it has reached out all
over the world,” Jones said.
“Her story is so compelling
because everybody recogniz-
es the humanity in this sto-
ry and that this was a child.
She'd never had any say
when she immigrated to the
U.S. There's no pathway to
citizenship for her. So it's just
it was so obviously wrong to
most of the world to lock up
this 19-year-old girl.”

Ximena’s father, Jose
Arias-Tovar, was detained
a few weeks before she was
and spent about a month in
ICE detention before being
released about a week ago.
He was arrested and detained
in April for driving over the
speed limit.

On Wednesday, he said the
family was planning to have
someone drive to the ICE
office in Atlanta to deliver a
check for Ximena’s bail — he
said lawyers told the fami-
ly that’s the quickest way to
get payment processed. They
hoped to have Ximena home
by Thursday morning.

“Now we need to schedule
a meeting with her lawyer
to see what path we take,”
Arias-Tovar said.

Before her detention,
Arias-Cristobal had no path
to legal immigration status
at all. Family attorney Dustin
Baxter said that, ironically,
her father’s detention may

have changed that.

“In the absence of any
meaningful legislative ac-
tion on the DREAM Act or
anything that would give her
status through DACA, she's
going to be attaching her case
to her dad,” Baxter said.

Baxter said Arias-Tovar will
apply for something called
“Cancelation of Removal.”

“If he can prove to a judge
that he's been here for more
than 10 years, he's a person
of good moral character, and
he's got U.S. citizen children,
who would suffer exceptional
and extremely unusual hard-
ship if he was removed, then
he could be granted perma-
nent resident status,” Baxter
said.

And then, his eldest daugh-
ter would, too.

After living in the U.S. for
15 years without legal status,
Arias-Tovar said he had nev-
er had an interaction with law
enforcement until his arrest
and detainment by ICE in
April.

Upon his release, Arias-To-
var said his lawyer is aiming
to get him a work permit that
will allow him to stay in the
country for five years.

“For me, it was a miracle,
because now the law is very
strict with the new adminis-
tration — they're practically
not forgiving anything,” he
said. “The words of the judge
were that I did not pose a
danger to the United States,
and that I could get out on
bail.”

He is hopeful that his
daughter will have a similar
chance, and wishes for her to
have a “brilliant future, which
is what we came here for.”

But first there will be a

party to welcome his

daughter home.
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Commission, from A1:

ly approved to settle the matter and accept
$297,362 from the academy, the full value
of unpaid taxes plus penalties.

Next, the commission voted to direct
$96,595 to the academy from the county’s
school speed zone camera fund. The money
will pay for panic alarms, mapping software
and fencing for the perimeter of the more
than 40-acre campus on New Forsyth Road.

Also at Tuesday’s meeting, the board vot-
ed to approve:

«A contract with Tuff Dogg Lawn Care

LLC for landscaping at dozens of

Spread the news.
Sign up today at
maconmelody.com/classifieds
or call Hannah at 478-200-5743

for more information.

county parks at a cost of $396,000
using recreation department money.

«An agreement with Sheridan Con-
struction to buy concrete, mason-
ry and electrical equipment for the
relocation of the airfield electrical
vault from Sheridan Construction for
$805,561 using airport fund money.

e Acceptance of $2.3 million in Local
Maintenance and Improvement Grant
money from the state for repaving
roads plus the appropriation of the
required 30% match of $715,515 to be
paid for with 2018 SPLOST money.
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My dad’s country music — glad | finally listened

y father was never
to the left of any-
thing, politically

or otherwise, except on the
radio dial.

When I was with him in
the car, the buttons and
knobs were always per-
manently fixed on 590.
WPLO-AM in Atlanta was
about as far to the left as you
could go without dropping
off the dashboard.

It was cringeworthy country mu-
sic. Johnny Cash singing about pris-
on. Gene Autry trying to climb back in
the saddle. Tammy Wynette standing
by her man.

I swore if I had to listen to “Harp-
er Valley P.T.A.” again on the way to
school, I would jump out of the car.

It’s not that I didn’t want to be
seen with my dad. I loved the man.
I just didn’t want to be “heard” with
him.

It was embarrassing to be within an
earshot of Patsy Cline. I requested the
car windows be rolled up when Merle
Haggard wailed about being proud to
be an Okie from Muskogee.

My dad’s roots were in the rural
Midwest. His music was three chords
with the usual themes - trucks,
trains, prison, drinking, cheating and
love gone wrong.

His life wasn’t defined by any of
those. But this was his music. As an
urban teenager, I certainly didnt
speak that language. Looking back
now, “Mamas Don’t Let Your Babies

Ed Grisamore

Grow Up To Be Cow-
boys” was more my tune
than 17 subliminal min-
utes of “In-A-Gadda-Da-
Vida.” I just didn’t know

it at the time.
My father never
tried to convert me to the

land of twang. He simply

kept company on the
western end of the radio
dial, wherethe Rhinestone
Cowboy and Coal Miner’s
Daughter hung out.

The only time I can remember
him ever requesting anything specif-
ic for Father’s Day was when he asked
for a collection of Chet Atkins’ great-
est hits. I got him both volumes on
cassette.

Then I switched teams.

No, I didn’t wake up one morning
and trade in my Bruce Springsteen al-
bums for The Oak Ridge Boys. There
were no snap judgments or moments
of epiphany. Change was neither sud-
den nor swift, instant or immediate.
It wasn’t sweeping or emotional, like
being baptized or sprinkled with pixie
dust.

It was more like having an aversion
to eating turnips as a child, then ac-
quiring a taste for them.

It took a long dirt road for me to
crawl under the big tent. I taught
myself to play the guitar. I bought a
10-gallon cowboy hat. I even tried
chewing tobacco. (It was not pleas-
ant. If you swallow Red Man, it will
make you turn green.) When Junior

Samples, of “Hee Haw” fame, walked
into the store where I was working in
high school, he was like a rock star in
overalls. I wish I had gotten his auto-
graph.

Ibegan sticking my toe in the water
with John Denver, Jim Croce, Emmy-
lou Harris and Linda Ronstadt. I dis-
covered John Prine, Jackson Browne,
Dave Loggins, Dan Fogelberg and
Jimmy Buffett.

Those artists weren’t purebred
country. But they were advocates
who helped me make the transition.
The 1970s and ‘80s were the decades
of the crossovers. Country rock came
around with The Eagles, Nitty Gritty
Dirt Band and Pure Prairie League.
Southern rockers like Charlie Dan-
iels, Marshall Tucker, Lynyrd Sky-
nyrd, the Allman Brothers and Wet
Willie all had country influences.

In my last two years of college, my
circle of friends all knew the words to
“Will the Circle Be Unbroken?” We
went to see Waylon and Willie in con-
cert in Atlanta. On Thursday nights,
we would listen to country cover
bands at the Frog Pond Lounge — a
bar at the Ramada Inn in Athens.

My senior year, I got to interview
Dolly Parton for the campus news-
paper. As a sophomore, I had an art
professor who indoctrinated me with
Jerry Jeff Walker and David Alan Coe
songs as background music for his
slideshows of Van Gogh and Monet.

When I moved to Macon to start
my newspaper career, I met a young
lady for the first time at her office. It

was a professional visit, but she made
my heart pitter-patter.

I was trying to summon the cour-
age to ask her for a date. In the park-
ing lot, she glanced in my car window
and noticed 8-track tapes scattered
across the back seat.

“I'love country music,” she said.

“Would you like to go to lunch?” I
asked.

In July, we will celebrate our 43rd
anniversary.

We named our first puppy (the
product of the blended marriage of
our dogs) “Glory” from the Kenny
Rogers song “Blaze of Glory.” When
our oldest son, Ed, was a baby, he
had one of those swing rockers, and
I would sing to him — “Swingin’ ” by
John Anderson.

Over the years, we went to see
George Strait at the Macon Coliseum
and Don Williams at the former am-
phitheater at Lake Sinclair. We have
been to the Grand Old Opry in Nash-
ville. I was a big fan of Ricky Skaggs,
and I have evidence that she listens to
Alan Jackson’s “Precious Memories”
every single time she is in the car.

I once sat in the living room where
Trisha Yearwood grew up in Mon-
ticello. Her mother, Gwen, had me
autograph a book I wrote for a guy
that Trisha was dating named Garth
Brooks. I was able to go backstage at a
concert at Theatre Dublin to meet 12-
time national fiddle champion Randy
Howard in 1999. Five weeks later, he
died of cancer.

I have interviewed Ronnie Milsap

and Patti Loveless. I wrote a story
about June Forester McCormick. She
taught Braille at the Georgia Acade-
my for the Blind when her daughter
was a student there. She was one of
the Forester Sisters, the first act in
Billboard history to have their first
15 singles all reach the Top 10 on the
country charts.

I also met a man named Don Mc-
Clain, when he was a sergeant with
the Bibb County’s Sheriff's Office.
He played the dobro on the hit song
“Desperado” by The Eagles. But his
biggest 10 minutes of fame came in
1982 when he pulled over country
legend George Jones for driving his
lawn mower down the middle of a
busy Tennessee highway.

Laura Starling, Macon’s queen of
country music at WDEN-FM, has be-
come a dear friend. Our three oldest
grandchildren attended the Jason Al-
dean concert at Macon’s Atrium Am-
phitheatre in October and are making
plans for the Morgan Wallen concert
in Miami this summer. Our youngest
grandson has been singing the chorus
to Luke Combs' cover of Tracy Chap-
man's “Fast Car” since he was 3 years
old.

It’s hard to believe this will be my
19th Father’s Day without my father.
He truly was country when country
wasn’t cool. Glad I finally listened.

Ed Grisamore is not a country
music star, but he was nominated
for a Grammy Award in 2006 in the
“Spoken Word” category.

Georgia receives a 'D' for electricity competition

to foster more competition.
Georgia’s electricity market is

eorgians are bracing themselves
Gfor above average summer tem-
peratures and corresponding
high electric bills, but the Atlanta City
Council believes it has the solution. In
an effort to curtail energy costs, “Leg-
islation being considered by the City
Council would create new stipulations
around the materials used for building
and replacing roofs to steer construc-
tion away from darker, sun-attracting
colors to lighter, reflective colors,” the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported.
“These new ‘reflective roofing stan-
dards’ would apply to all new construction —
including roof replacements.”
Kudos to the City Council for looking to solve
a widespread issue, but it ought to tread careful-
ly. If passed, this kind of proposal could spread
to other Peach State cities, and I am not con-
vinced that it is a particularly great idea. For
starters, I am generally not a big fan of costly
government mandates, and with housing af-
fordability remaining a nagging issue, adding
additional regulations that may drive up hous-
ing costs further seems problematic. Instead, if
the City Council wants to lower energy rates, it
should challenge the Georgia General Assembly

Marc den

an aberration that stands in stark
contrast to free market capitalism,
and as a result, it harms consum-
ers. In fact, some of my R Street
Institute colleagues published an
in-depth study on all 50 states’
electricity markets and grad-
ed them based on how well they
promote electricity competition.
Georgia received an embarrassing
“D” grade. So much for being a na-
tional leader on energy.

The reason for this nearly-failing grade is
that Georgia maintains an archaic system that
virtually grants electric providers monopolies
over vast geographical regions in exchange for
increased government regulation from the Pub-
lic Service Commission. “Georgia offers limited
opportunities for competitive choice,” the study
reads. “Large customers... have the option to
choose an alternative electricity supplier if they
are a new customer and if either their site is al-
ready served by an alternative supplier or if the
customer makes significant changes to the loca-
tion that affect usage.” Residential customers —

newspapers serve one in 10 Georgians.
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like you and I — are given zero choice whatsoev-
er and are captive to the local electric monopoly.

“Although Georgia Power is required to uti-
lize competitive solicitations to meet future re-
source needs,” the report continued, “it has re-
cently sought waivers from such requirements,
citing ‘urgency’ of resource needs.” What’s
more, Georgia has not joined what’s known as a
regional transmission organization, which cre-
ates interstate partnerships that provide access
to reduced cost electricity.

Meanwhile, more than a dozen states permit
consumers to choose their electric provider,
and the competition drives prices down. “Since
competition was fully implemented, the 14 ju-
risdictions with retail electricity competition
saw prices decline 0.3% between 2008 and
2020 compared to a 20.7% price increase in the
states lacking retail competition,” Pacific Re-
search Institute found.

You can see this at play in Georgia too. Just
since 2023, the Public Service Commission has
approved six rate increases for metro Atlan-
ta’s Georgia Power customers. Yet they cannot
shop around because of Georgia’s monopoly
system. If they want electricity, they have only
one choice, and if they don’t like the prices or
the manner of generation (nuclear, coal, wind,
etc.), then tough luck.

There is a much better system than this.
Georgia should instead allow consumers to
have a choice and let electricity providers com-
pete for their business. This will keep prices
lower and let market forces — rather than the
Public Service Commission — reward compa-

nies. Moreover, Georgia ought to join a regional
transmission organization. Studies have shown
that joining one can save many billions of dol-
lars. Smaller steps, like enabling the sharing of
customer usage information collected by smart
meters installed across Georgia Power’s terri-
tory, would allow consumers to figure out ways
to save money through energy efficiency mea-
sures.

Despite this, a majority of Georgia’s poli-
cymakers have yet to show serious interest in
electricity competition. Even modest proposals
have been met with derision. Earlier this year,
Sen. Chuck Hufstetler, R-Rome, introduced a
measure to protect residential ratepayers from
having to pay for energy costs created by elec-
tricity guzzling data centers. The bill stalled to
the dismay of ratepayers. Another proposal by
Sen. Hufstetler would have re-instituted a con-
sumer advocate to participate in proceedings
at the Public Service Commission, but it also
stalled.

These are not the only means of reducing
electricity costs. Certainly, if you want to install
a “cool roof,” then by all means please do. “Indi-
vidual homes with lighter-colored roofs would
see an average of up to 5% savings in energy
bills annually,” according to the Journal-Consti-
tution. However, if you want consumer choice
and more serious savings, then electricity com-
petition must be a priority.

Marc Hyden is the director of state govern-
ment affairs at the R Street Institute. You can
follow him on X at @marc_hyden.

If you find a penny, pick it
up — it might be the last one

Back in my school days, which
are getting further and further be-
hind me, you could get a decent
lunch for $2.

Every day my mother would give
me two green portraits of President
George Washington to make sure I
had sustenance for the day. With-
out fail, without reminder, on my
way out the door, she would hand
over dollar bills. Until one day she
didn’t.

This may come as a shock to you,
but I was once a stupid teenager. One day this
stupid teenager was sent into the store with
his older brother to buy a few things. After
running our errand and returning to the car,
my brother dropped a penny from the change
given to him during the transaction. Mind
you, this money was not ours, but belonged
to our parents who charged us with the task.

He stopped to find the lost coin, while I
urged him to get a move on. We had better
things to do than look for a measly one cent
piece.

The slimy rat, as brothers can be some-
times, recalled the story to our mother, who
was waiting for our return. On the next school
day what did I receive as lunch money? $1.99.
No twisted mind on earth could come up with
better creative punishments than my mother.

The first half of the day was not spent fo-
cused on my education but surveying my sur-
roundings for an errant penny. Thankfully
most people feel the same as I used to about
the small, seemingly insignificant copper

Kyle ominy

coin, and I found sufficient funds
to eat that day.

But I learned a valuable lesson
that day. Money is money, and it
comes with responsibility, espe-
cially if it is not yours. A penny
saved is a penny earned, they say.
A penny found may make the dif-
ference between food in the belly
and going hungry.

Finding a penny is supposedly a
sign of good luck. I'm a firm believer
in that now. But the days of finding
such lucky coins may be coming to an end.
The U.S. will be phasing out production of the
little disc of metal stamped with the likeness
of Abraham Lincoln, as a cost-saving mea-
sure. Manufacturing the one-cent coin now
costs well over that, and it just doesn’t make
financial cents (see what I did there?) to con-
tinue making them.

The decision comes with major financial
implications. Sure, ceasing production will
save money, but then, as the coins disappear,
retailers are most certainly not likely to round
their prices down.

I'm more interested in the other changes
that might come in a world with no pennies.
What will we toss into fountains to make a
wish? What will we find for good luck? What
will get lost in sofa cushions and rattle around
in the washing machine, forgotten in a pair of
pants? Or teach my kids the importance of fi-
nancial responsibility?

It just doesn’t sound as good using
a nickel.
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Postcards from
a summer day

the beginning of ev-

ery summer. I pick a
random day, with a ran-
dom itinerary and em-
bark on a writing adven-
ture of random acts of
“findness.”

I call it “Postcards
from a Summer Day.”

Earlier this week, I
saddled my pony and tra-
versed the city. I was a
front-line journalist on a mission to
collect slices of life in familiar and
unfamiliar places. I watched the day
wake up and wind down across 109
miles and almost nine hours in the
driver’s seat of a Toyota RAV4.

It brought out the wanderlust in
me. I played the proverbial fly on the
wall and gnat on the front bumper.
I meandered through parking lots,
skirted the edges of ballfields, orbit-
ed downtown avenues and discov-
ered roads less traveled.

I was on so many roundabouts,
I'm still dizzy. I bounced from Col-
lege Hill to Breezy Hill to Pleasant
Hill to Coleman Hill to Forest Hill
to Beall’s Hill. I snatched views
from Summit Avenue to Vista Cir-
cle. I even saw a boat in a yard on
Easy Street.

My hometown excursion includ-
ed an unscripted cast of backyard
gardeners, dog walkers, bench sit-
ters and front porch enthusiasts.
I lost count of the number of sat-
ellite dishes I observed. (I used to
think they were the unofficial state
flower.)

I'm not sure if I've ever seen so
many American flags. They were
everywhere — hanging from porch-
es, fences, carports and trees. There
were miniature flags placed along
curbs. I don’t think it’s just be-
cause Flag Day is next week and
the Fourth of July is approaching.
There is plenty of patriotism on
display in this town.

On Magnolia Street, I waved to
a woman on the steps of a front
porch. It was a day when everybody
waved back. ... At Northeast Pla-
za on Shurling Drive, I met a man
from Cordele named David who was
selling a bounty of summer fruits
and vegetables out of the back of his

Ihave a tradition at

Ed Grisamore

yellow Dodge truck. (I left
with a watermelon rolling
around on the floorboard
of my back seat.)

As I topped the bridge
on Little Richard Penni-
man Boulevard, I paused
to appreciate the splen-
did view of downtown
from that lofty perch on
Second Street. ... The col-

orful digital sign in front
of John R. Lewis Elemen-
tary on Greenbriar Road announced
“School’s Out For Summer!” But a
block away on Edna Place, class had
not been dismissed for the school
zone cameras. (Might want to re-
member to slow down in the morn-
ings and afternoons.)

At the Wellness Center on
Northside Drive, I noticed a man
wearing a red baseball cap going
in for his morning exercise. ... I
watched a woman from Tennes-
see checking out of a hotel on Riv-
er Place Drive. There was a ciga-
rette dangling from her lips as she
packed the back of her Jeep, so my
guess is she wasn’t in a hurry to join
that man on the track at the Well-
ness Center.

I witnessed various modes of
transportation. I was surprised to
see a man in an electric wheelchair
take off down Boulevard, then turn
down North Avenue like a dog who
had jumped the fence. Near the cor-
ner of Roff Avenue and Clisby Place,
a fellow with locs was pedaling a
bicycle. After supper, I saw a young
lady wearing a backpack maneuver
her electric scooter along the side-
walk on Forest Avenue. ...

At the International House of
Pancakes on Tom Hill Sr. Bou-
levard, I observed two tiny birds
scampering between parked cars
for their breakfast buffet — a piece
of toast someone had dropped in
the parking lot.

At a house on Vacation Drive in
East Macon, a young girl wrapped
herself in a beach towel after she
got out of an inflatable pool in the
front yard. ... I saw folks chilling out
in the Adirondack chairs under the
umbrellas on the plaza at the foot of
Cotton Avenue.

I drove along the bumpy bricks on

Orange Terrace, then looped back to
“Orange Barrels Boulevard,” better
known as all the construction work
around Interstate 75 and Interstate
16. (There are also orange-and-
white striped barrels on stretches of
Vineville Avenue’s “Torpedo Alley”
where the reversible lane lights are
not functioning.)

The daybroughtits share of chores
to check off the list. A man was cut-
ting his lawn on Northwoods Drive,
and a yard crew was trimming the
shrubbery at a home on Callaway
Drive. ... At the Ocmulgee Mounds,
Iwatched a weary older couple from
Minnesota retreat to their car after
walking out to the Great Temple
Mound and Earth Lodge.

I chuckled as I passed the sign
at Sid’s Sandwich Shop on Forsyth

Local Knowledge: Feeling smart
today? You're going to need it

Ed Grisamore
Melody Columnist

gris@maconmelody.com

Today’s round of trivia is the merging traffic

Underwood

(B) “Ramblin’ Man” by The Allman

Brothers Band

(C) “I Don’t Even Know Your Name” by

Alan Jackson

ZEBULON 4

Street. The marquee read: “122
Years Ago Two Brothers Said They
Could Fly. They Were Wright.” ...
At Amerson Park, a mother pushed
her child in a stroller along the riv-
erwalk near the stone pavilion and
overlook. ... In the late afternoon, I
watched a young boy in bright red
shorts hurry up the hill at Henry
Burns Park.

On Corbin Avenue, I glanced over
to see the aluminum chairs hanging
from the hackberry tree behind In-
gleside Village Pizza. Or, as I like to
call it, Macon’s other “chairy” tree.
... When I saw an oscillating sprin-
kler watering the grass in a front
yard in Riverside Park, I looked up
at the street sign and laughed. I was
on Misty Valley Drive. ... At dusk, I
came upon a woman out for a walk

of an actor, two baseball players, a veterinari-
an, a TV personality, a pilot, a soldier, a singer
and a senator.

Good luck. You're going to need it.

1. The late Dr. Mack Butler owned
Butler’s Pet Hospital in Macon, where
he practiced veterinary medicine for 56
years. He had several celebrity animals
come through his office over the years,
including “Silver” from “The Lone
Ranger” television series. What did he
treat the famous horse for?

(A) Fleas

(B) Sunburn

(C) Hoof in Mouth disease

(D) Whiplash

2, “Trody Tro” was the signature si-
gnoff for which WMAZ-TV personality,
who died in 2021 at the age of 94?

(A) Doris Martin

(B) Bill Powell

(C) George Jobin

(D) Del Ward

3. Along with Pete Rose, “Shoeless”
Joe Jackson’s lifetime banishment
from Major League Baseball was re-
cently reinstated, and both are now eli-
gible for the Hall of Fame. Rose had ties
to Macon, having played for the minor
league Macon Peaches in 1962, the year
before he was National League Rookie
of the Year with the Cincinnati Reds.
Four years after being implicated in
the Chicago Black Sox Scandal of 1919,
Jackson surfaced in Americus, Geor-
gia, doing what?

(A) Working as a bellhop at the Windsor
Hotel

(B) Opening a shoe store on South Lee
Street

(C) Playing for the semi-pro Americus team
in the independent South Georgia League

(D) Serving as youth minister at First
Baptist of Americus

4. Which song does NOT make a ref-
erence to U.S. 41, the highway that once
served as the main route through Geor-
gia to Florida before Interstate 75 was
built?

(A) “Jesus, Take the Wheel” by Carrie

(D) “Nothing But the Wheel” by Patty
Loveless

5. In 1979, William A. Connelly be-
came the only Georgian — and only the
sixth person in history — to serve as
sergeant major, the highest-ranking
non-commissioned officer in the U.S.
Army. Where in Middle Georgia was
Connelly born?

(A) Warner Robins

(B) Forsyth

(C) Dry Branch

(D) Monticello

6. Which of the following is NOT true
about the late actor Sam Edwards, who
was born in Macon on May 26, 1915?

(A) He appeared in more than 60 different
television series, including “Gunsmoke” and
“Dragnet,” and was the banker on “Little
House on the Prairie.”

(B) He was the voice of Thumper in Walt
Disney’s animated classic “Bambi” in 1942.

(C) He opened Sam’s Club, a chain of mem-
ber-only retail outlets owned by Walmart.

(D) He entertained the Army troops of
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower and Gen. George
Patton during World War II.

7. Macon’s Miller Field operated as
the only airfield in Georgia outside of
Atlanta in 1926. Five years later, which
famous pilot landed there and spent
the night in Macon?

(A) Charles Lindbergh

(B) Chuck Yeager

(C) Amelia Earhart

(D) Wilbur Wright

8. Actor Felix Knight, who was born in
Macon, was on his deathbed at Calvary
Hospital in New York in 1998, when he
said: “For a country boy from a cotton
patch in Macon, Georgia, I think I did
pretty good.” He was best known for
having the romantic lead as Tom-Tom
in the holiday musical “Babes in Toy-
land” starring which famous comedy
duo?

(A) Laurel and Hardy

(B) Cheech and Chong

See KNOWLEDGE, Page A6
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Jason Vorhees / The Melody
Bill Snow tosses a treat to Evelyn Shimek's 5 year old chocolate lab, Cooper, at Amerson River Park Tuesday morning. Snow's dog Tish, a
12 year old mix-breed sits in the background. Shimek and Snow met two years ago and walk their dogs together.

in Wesleyan Woods. She had Air-
Pods plugged in her ears, and I al-
most stopped to ask whether she
was listening to music or a podcast.

I watched youngsters getting ten-
nis lessons at the John Drew Smith
Tennis Center and teenagers shoot-
ing hoops at Daisy Park and North
Highlands Park. ... I was a bit emo-
tional when I stopped at the Mul-
berry Community Garden on New
Street and looked over at the famil-
iar cluster of banana trees growing
near the fence. They are offshoots
of the banana tree my dad got at a
nursery in Florida when we were
returning from a family beach vaca-
tion more than 60 years ago.

At Carolyn Crayton Park, I

See POSTCARDS, Page A7
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Knowledge, from A5:

(C) Abbott and Costello
(D) Smothers Brothers

9. When Macon’s main post office opened on College
Street in November 1964, among the distinguished
guests was Rep. Carl Vinson, of Milledgeville. Vinson
served in the U.S. Congress 25 consecutive terms, lon-
ger than anyone in history, and was considered the
“father of the two-ocean Navy.” His nephew became a
U.S. senator and was also known as a champion of a
strong national defense. What is his name?

(A) Newt Gingrich
(B) Sam Nunn

(C) Sonny Perdue
(D) Larry Walker

10. Former Lanier High athlete Louie Wanninger
was the son of Pee Wee Wanninger, a teammate of
Babe Ruth on the 1925 New York Yankees. Why is Pee
Wee Wanninger the answer to a trivia question?

(A) He had a candy bar named after him to rival the Baby

Ruth.

(B) At 5-foot-7, he became a famous horse jockey who

raced for the Triple Crown.

(C) He was the only guy named Pee Wee to win a Gold

Glove.

(D) As arookie in 1925, he ended one consecutive game
streak and started another. He replaced Everett Scott at
shortstop on May 5, snapping Scott’s then-major league
record of 1,307 consecutive games. On June 1, Lou Gehrig
pinch-hit for Wanninger in the eighth inning against the
Washington Senators. Gehrig then replaced Wally Pipp at
first base to start his famous record streak of 2,130 consecu-
tive games. (Later broken by Cal Ripken Jr.)

ANSWERS (1) B.(2) D.(3) C. (4) A. (5) D. (6) C. (7) C. (8)

A.(9) B. (10) D.

REPORT CARD: (8-10) Express Lane (6-7) Interstate High-
way (3-5) Two-Lane Blacktop (0-2) Dirt Road.

Friday, from AS8:

to love and adore. I guess
our vibe is all about creativ-
ity, beauty, community and
homecoming.”

Van Gunten made one other
striking comment in relation
to the place. She said she be-
lieved every gift given should
be thoughtful and meaningful
but that it shouldn’t be hard
to find.

She said she wanted to
make The Rabbit Hole a wel-
coming, inclusive place that’s
easy to come to where mean-
ingful items and gifts are easy
to find.

K**

Bear’s Books
835 Forsyth St.
thebearsbooks.com.

“I definitely enjoy seeing
the people who are out and
looking for things to do with
their family or friends on
First Fridays,” said Marga-
ret Harrington, owner and
operator of Bear’s Books.
Harrington’s nickname since
childhood has been Bear, and
that’s how the shop got its
name — not from the Mercer
University Bears, though she
has taught introductory cre-
ative writing, essay writing
and fiction workshops there.

Harrington opened Bear’s
Books in 2023 and started
staying open until 7:30 p.m.
on First Fridays not long
after.

“We're here to let people
enjoy the shop, browse the
books and other literature
and writing items,” she said.
“It’s just a matter of being
here, enjoying one another’s
company and maybe getting a
book discussion going here or
there. It’s a nice, relaxed at-
mosphere with lots of books.

"Last First Friday, we had
the nicest group of people who
brought their friends who
were visiting from Greenville,
S.C. They were very compli-
mentary of the store and we
were very happy to be ambas-
sadors for Macon.”

Harrington described
Bear’s Books as an inclusive
place for people who love
to read and want to connect
with other readers, from chil-
dren to adults.

“Community is very im-
portant to us and we want to
have a welcoming space for
people to come in and find
something they like,” she
said. “And there’s no judg-
ment about what it is, wheth-
er it’s romance, horror, liter-
ary fiction or whatever. We
believe reading elevates every
one of us personally and all of
us as a community.”

What are her
reads?

It's a nearly impossible
task for a book lover like
Harrington to narrow favor-
ites down to a manageable
list, but I coaxed examples of
three she truly loved out of
her.

“These are really special,”
she said. “The first is the book
that let me know I could write

favorite

about people and things I
knew: ‘Rainey,” by Clyde Ed-
gerton. The second one I love
because I love books in which
places function as characters.
It’s ‘Empire Falls’ by Richard
Russo.

"And then there’s ‘Pride
and Prejudice’ because I'm
absolutely obsessed with
Jane Austen. It’s not the
book’s romance; it’s her being
so socially acute and the ban-
ter between characters.”

There’s almost always
something going on at Bear’s
Books whether it’s First Fri-
day or not, and that’s espe-
cially true in summer. A sum-
mer adult reading program
just launched on May 30 so
there’s plenty of time to get
in on that. There’s an ongoing
monthly book club.

There’s a cookbook club
meeting on June 17. There’s
a summer bingo game where
reading and community ac-
tivities give chances to win
prizes. And there’sa 9-10 a.m.
Thursday morning mystery
book club for third through
fifth graders.

There’s more, no doubt,
but you should just contact
Bear’s Books for the lowdown
on what’s up and how it all
works.

Harrington and those in the
shop clearly love reading, and
for Harrington, reading is
closely tied to her late moth-
er, Margaret Anne Carswell,
and to her mother’s Universi-
ty of Georgia doctoral disser-
tation, “How Kids Crack the
Code of Reading.”

“TI was the Guinea pig for
it,” she said. “I learned to
read at three and read to my
parents and their friends and
my kindergarten class. I was a
reading circus monkey.

“I can’t remember a time I
didn’t love books. It was my
mother’s gift to me. She suf-
fered from dementia, and, as
it progressed, she couldn’t
read really involved things.
In the last few weeks of her
life, we read her favorite book
together, the children’s book
‘Heidi.’

"A highlight for me at the
store is when someone tells
me they enjoyed a book I rec-
ommended, but the greatest
highlight was that my mother
got to come see Bear’s Books
before she died. It was like,
‘See what your love of reading
has done.”

Unfortunately, a third op-
tion on Forsyth Street won’t
be open for First Friday this
month. In fact, it'll be closing
at the end of June to become
a fully online shopping ven-
ture with some market pop-
ups now and then. MD Ex-
change, a delightfully quirky
vintage and antique treasures
shop, used to be a First Fri-
day spot, but no longer. But I
understand they have a great
moving-out sale going on.

Contact writer Michael
W. Pannell at mwpannell@
gmail.com. Find him on Insta-
gram at michael _w_pannell.

Homeowners do
not dig armadillos

s I was scal-
ing a hillside
ontrolling in-

vasive trees in my
family’s woods last
weekend, I stumbled
across what appeared
to be invasive wild-
life as well. I found
three ‘dens’ with dug
out piles of fresh soil.
They were approxi-
mately 100 ft apart and
nestled beneath stumps or fall-
en branches. The openings were
eight to nine inches in diameter.
Since it was likely that I was see-
ing signs of armadillos, I figured
it was time to do a little research.

There is only one species of
armadillo that lives in Georgia,
the nine banded armadillo. It
is the only mammal in Georgia
that has a “shell.” However, it
is a myth that they can curl up
into a ball to protect themselves.
They live near streams but avoid
places that are excessively wet or
dry. Armadillos are common in
south and central Georgia and
are continuing their pilgrimage
northward. However, because
armadillos do not tolerate cold
temperatures, their migration is
likely limited. They also do not
tolerate excessively warm tem-
peratures, preferring 85°F or
less. Since armadillos are tem-
perature sensitive, they are most
active in the daytime during the
winter months and most active at
night during summertime. They
spend the remainder of the time
in their burrows.

One armadillo can have five to
10 burrows and their home ter-
ritory can range up to 22 acres.
Much of the time outside of their
burrows is spent foraging. They
“hunt” using smell and sound.
Their diet consists mostly of in-
sects, but studies have shown
they also consume fruit, seeds,
and a variety of other protein
sources and plant matter. Al-
though their diet can be benefi-
cial to homeowners because they
feed on white grubs and fire ants,
their digging is much more of a
nuisance. Armadillos cause dam-
age to lawns by digging holes that

Cooking:S

Karol Kelly

are a few inches deep
and wide while they
are foraging. They can
also uproot desirable
landscape plants as
they hunt. While the
damage is not con-
sidered to be a great
economic loss, it is
#1 a problem for those

striving for the perfect
lawn.

As with many other
landscape nuisances, armadil-
lo control is not easy or sim-
ple. There are no repellents or
pesticides registered for use on
armadillos. Insecticides, how-
ever, can be used to reduce the
insect population, thus reduc-
ing the amount of food available
for their foraging. Live trapping
is another option for armadillo
control. Wire cages are placed
along natural barriers or at bur-
row entrances. Boards are placed
in a V-shape funneling the an-
imal into the trap. There is not
any specific bait that has been
shown to increase the success
of capture, but overripe fruit is
something that is easily accessi-
ble to put in your traps. However,
before setting out traps, be sure
to have a plan to humanely dis-
patch of any wildlife you capture.

Since armadillos are not a
protected species, they can be
hunted year around. Remember
to check with city and county or-
dinances before firing a weapon.
Handle your weapon safely to not
put yourself or your neighbors at
risk.

As for my newly discovered ar-
madillo, I'm going to share the
forest with it for the time being.
I'm much more worried about
the privet, Tree of Heaven, and
chinaberries encroaching on us!

For more information, search
for “armadillo” on the UGA
Extension publication page:
https://extension.uga.edu/pub-
lications.html

For questions about gar-
dening and landscaping, call
Bibb County Extension at
478-310-5350 or email us at
bibb.extension@uga.edu.
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August 21 at 6:00 PM
DuBose Porter Center

Oconee Fall Line Technical College

560 Pinehill Rd,

Dublin, Georgia

For more information, contact

Lori Kovarovic at (478) 987-1823 Ext 200

or lorikhhjads@gmail.com
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Events

"Angels in America" at Theatre Macon
Friday-Sunday, June 6-8

8 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.

438 Cherry St.

Setin 1980's New York City, a gay man is abandoned by
his lover when he contracts the AIDS virus, and a clos-
eted Mormon lawyer's marriage to his pill-popping wife
stalls. Other characters include the infamous McCar-
thy-ite lawyer Roy Cohn, Ethel Rosenberg, a former drag
queen who works as a nurse, and an angel. The show will
run for two weekends.

Macon Film Guild Presents: "On
Becoming a Guinea Fowl"

Sunday, June 8

2 p.m. and 5 p.m.

355 MLK Jr. Blud.

On an empty road in the middle of the night, Shula stum-
bles across the body of her uncle. As funeral proceed-
ings begin around them, she and her cousins bring to
light the buried secrets of their middle-class Zambian
family. Presented by Macon Film Guild at the Douglass
Theatre. $5 general admission

Storytellers Macon presents: Glow Up
Tuesday, June 10

6:30 p.m.

576 Poplar St.

This month’s theme is Glow Up — a celebration of
growth, transformation and the light we carry or discover
along the way. Have you ever surprised yourself? Found
strength in an unexpected place? Whether your story is
hilarious, heartfelt or somewhere in between, Storytell-
ers Macon wants to hear it. We're proud to highlight the
voices of people with disabilities this month — but the
theme is open to everyone.

Join Storytellers Macon every second Tuesday of the
month at Grant’s Lounge.

"Frozen Junior" presented by Macon
Little Theatre Family

Friday-Sunday, June 13-15

2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

4220 Forsyth Road

Explore the enchanting tale of sisterhood, magic, and
self-discovery, where we follow Elsa and Anna as they
journey through icy landscapes and warm hearts to dis-
cover the true meaning of love and acceptance.

First Friday Folk Blues Art Show at
Gallery West

Friday, June 6

5p.m.

447 Third St.

The Folk Blues Art Show returns and joins hands with a
Robert Lee Coleman 80th birthday celebration. Gallery
West is hosting this long running show that was always
held upstairs at Grant’s Lounge. The show features
works by a dozen local folk artists (a couple who have
strayed to other parts of Georgia), and as always, Rob-
ert Lee Coleman provides the live music. Mr. Coleman
turned 80 on May 15 and Gallery West is celebrating this
milestone with live music that will go later than usual on
a first Friday. The band features players from the Cole-
man band of old and guest appearances. Join us for art,
drinks and food and good times. Free admission.

XPo 2025

Farmer’s State Bank
The Exchange

Salty Halo

Dublin Square

Pitts Toyota

Fairfield

Smile Doctor

Colleen’s China
Georgia Hospice
Southern Printing
Home?2 Suites

Harts Design

Artistic Smiles of Dublin
Dexter Pecan Company
Beth Hooks Designs
Chef James Barwick
The Backyard Shed
Limesink Creek Honey
Emerald City Treasures
Rustic Vines Boutique

AgGeorgia Farm Credit
Dublin Winnelson
Brian’s Giant Subs
Beachy Bayou Shack

TICKETS ON
SALE NOW!

vipTicKEFS S0 0T

GENERAL TICKETS $30
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From Our Kitchens:
Dad did it his way
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Photo courtesy Brad Stevens

Brad Stevens, at age 6, with his grandfather Frank "Pops" Stevens, left, and father Andrew Stevens. Stevens

remembers his father's unique culinary creations and reflects on how cooking is a form of showing love.

Brad Stevens
Special to the Melody

My father was a blue-collar, baby boomin’
family man. He was tough on me, but proba-
bly not as tough as his Pops was on him.

The man taught me in many different ways.
Some advice was straightforward and inten-
tional. “Make sure to have a spare tire, a jack
and lug wrench.”

While some advice was arbitrary — we’ll
look past that — it’s the things he taught me
as a byproduct of his actions that have had a
lasting impact.

That brings me to the culinary exploits of
Andrew Stevens, the patriarch of our family.

I grew up in a fairly traditional American
household. We lived in Jones County. For
my family, it was work and school, partici-
pating in sports, scouts and various other ex-
tracurricular activities. Dinner was at 7 p.m.,
and you were not allowed to speak with your
mouth full.

Most dinners were my amazing mother’s
responsibility. But, every now and then, Dad
had something wild up his sleeve.

Two signature dad dishes from my child-
hood impacted me later in life when I became
a professional chef.

The most outrageous creation of my Dad’s
culinary adventures was hammerhead shark
spaghetti. Yep, shark meat cooked like beef in
a traditional Ragu style.

My father died two years ago, and I have to
assume he was forced to answer for this dish
on Day One of the Afterlife. My terrestrial
apologies to whomever, on whatever it is they
write it on up there.

Y’all, shark meat is tough ... even if cooked
perfectly. If you braise it for a couple of hours
in an herbaceous, acidic tomato sauce, the
meat then becomes the texture of a dog chew
toy.

Unfortunately, my sister, Mandy, and I
grew up in a “waste not, want not” household.
Let’s say no one had dessert that night, for no
meals were finished, not even Dad’s.

This specific dinner was my informal in-
troduction to food science, and I'll forever be
grateful. Thanks, Drew.

Shark spaghetti aside, the man was a good
cook. He was very instinctive about ingredient
ratios, cook times and flavor profiles.

These are the pillars of sound home cook-
ing. Dad’s signature dish was overnight crock
pot red beans and rice. It’s important to note
that he was born in Slidell, Louisiana, and
lived briefly as a child in New Orleans.

The leftover Christmas or Easter ham bone
was the foundation for this one-pot master-
piece. I fondly remember waking to the smell
of pork, peppers, onions and spices.

As an adult, I've realized that cooking was
the easiest way for Dad to express his love for
the family, a trait that his son has inherited,
apparently.

It is my sincere hope that you have similar
experiences to mine as we approach Father’s
Day.

Make good memories and let the great ones
simmer with gratitude. I know that’s what I'll
be doing.

Andrew’s Red Beans and Rice

Ingredients

« 1 pound kidney beans (soaked in tap wa-
ter over night)

« 1 roasted ham bone (Dad used the left-
over Christmas or Easter ham )

« 1 yellow onion, diced

« 1 green bell pepper, diced

« 3 to 4 stalks of celery, diced

« Few cloves of garlic, minced

« 2 bay leaves

« 2 teaspoons paprika

« 1/2 teaspoon cayenne

« 1 teaspoon oregano

« 2 teaspoons thyme

« Salt and pepper to taste

« A few dashes of your favorite Louisiana
hot sauce

« 8 cups of water or chicken broth

Directions
Throw all of that in a crock pot and let it go
overnight. (8 or so hours)
Shred the ham off the bone, toss it back in
the beans, and serve over your favorite rice
with even more of that Louisiana hot sauce.

Postcards, from A5:

watched a young woman use her phone to
take a video of four children practicing their
dance moves in front of the gazebo. ... At the
end of Florida Avenue, I saw a sign congratu-
lating a young lady on her high school grad-
uation. ... I paused to watch a concrete truck
cross the wide stretch of tracks at Brosnan
Yards on Seventh Street. ... When I saw two
men wetting a hook from the shady shores of
the lake at Freedom Park, I decided that must
be a delightful way to spend a lazy summer af-
ternoon.

In front of the Terminal Station, people
waited for their buses on benches beneath
a colorful mural. ... At Tattnall Square Park,
the competition on the pickleball courts was
heating up as the sun was going down. In the
park’s grassy area, I watched four boys play-
ing soccer and a young family trying to launch
two kites in the air with hardly a wisp of a
summer breeze.

I traveled out to patches where kudzu is
king — green castles beside the railroad tracks
along Rivoli Drive and tumbling across the
front of the Museum of Arts & Sciences on
Forsyth Road. ... In the shade of Shed “D” at
the Georgia State Farmer’s Market, I stood
next to a lady making change for a customer
who bought some tomatoes. ... At a home on

Winchester Circle, I took note of a trampoline,
a swing set and an inflatable pool in the same
yard. My guess is that they have children. ...

On Marlowe Drive, I noticed a marvelous
replica of a small house on a pole, filled with
books and billed as the “Free Little Library.”

.. I approached a line of cars stopped for a
funeral procession at the intersection of Pine
and Second streets. ... At lunchtime, I stood
on a hill to watch a guy walking laps on the
track at Middle Georgia State University. ...
I saw a man carrying a wreath coming out of
Davis Wholesale Florist on Holt Avenue.

As I neared the end of my “postcards” jour-
ney, I dropped by the main post office on Col-
lege Street to ask how much it costs to mail a
postcard these days.

“Fifty-six cents,” the postal clerk told me.

He nearly had to pick me up off the floor.

I'm old enough to remember when a gallon
of gas was cheaper than a stamp.

Oh, well. It was a nice day for my annual
postcard to readers.

I wish you could have been there.

Maybe you were.

Columnist Ed Grisamore is a long-time
journalist in Macon and the author of nine
books.

Special Content furnished to the Macon Melody.

THE WELLNESS BENEFITS OF DAILY WALKS

Sponsored by: Ca r I y

le Place

A Life-Plan Community of Atrium Health Navicent

Walking might seem simple,
and you may even wonder if
it's enough by itself, but it's
actually very beneficial when
it comes to improving your
health. Especially for seniors
and retirees, walking is one
of the easiest ways to stay
active, boost your mood, and
improve your overall well-
being — and you can do it
without a gym membership
or expensive equipment.
Whether you're already taking
daily walks for your health
and mental well-being or
have just been thinking about
where to start, this guide
will help you understand the
benefits of walking and how
to make it an enjoyable part
of your daily routine.

1. Walking Can Help Boost
Your Heart Health

Walking is one of the finest
exercises to ensure a healthier
heart and better health in
general. It lowers your blood
pressure,improvescirculation,
and can even reduce your risk
of heart disease and strokes if
you can manage a brisk, easy
walk for just 20 to 30 minutes
each day. It’s like giving your
heart a little tune-up by just
putting on your sneakers,
stepping out the door, and
doing it daily.

Tip: To improve digestion,
consider taking a walk after
you eat. Don't worry, you
won't have to go too far —
even just a walk around the
block can help.
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2.Walking Is Gentle on

Your Joints

Unlike other vigorous exercises,
walking is gentle on joints,
making it a perfect activity for
older adults who may have
conditions like arthritis or
inflammation. It will keep you
flexible and strengthen your
muscles.

Tip: Walk on softer surfaces
like grass or dirt when
possible since it's easier on
your knees and hips.

3. Clear Your Mind and
Boost Your Mood

Walking is not just good for
your body; it is also a great
way to reduce stress and get
you out of your head. If you're
feeling down, take a quick
walk. Walking (and exercise
in general) has been shown
to release endorphins, which
reduce anxiety and symptoms
of depression.

Tip: Consider leaving your
phone at home to really enjoy
the sights and sounds of
nature. Take in the sunshine
and listen to the birds chirp.
If you're feeling social, ask a
friend to join you!

4. Improve Your Balance
and Mobility

As you get older, it's harder
to maintain your balance, but
walking can help with that.
It strengthens your core and
leg muscles and enables you
to improve and maintain your
coordination. Not only does
this help with mobility, but it
also helps to prevent falls and
other injuries.
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Tip: Try to be really mindful of
your posture when you walk.
Stand tall, engage your core,
and take slow and steady
steps.

5. Make It an Enjoyable
Part of Your Routine

It's easy to say that you'll
start walking more, but the
key to making it a consistent
part of your routine is to
make it enjoyable instead of
something that seems like a
chore.There are a lot of things
you can do to make your
daily walks something to look
forward to: Listen to music,
look for new and interesting
paths, or take a walk to your
favorite coffee shop and enjoy
a little treat afterward. Find
something that excites you!

Tip: Take photos of interesting
things you see around the
neighborhood or outin nature
while on your walk. This way,
you'll start to appreciate the
beauty in the little everyday
things around you and will
have some fond memories to
look back at.

While walking may be one
of the more basic forms of
exercise, it's an excellent
wellness boost for seniors
and retirees who are worried
about maintaining  their
health. It supports your body,
improves your mental well-
being, and can be a great
source of routine and joy. So
grab your shoes, step outside,
and walk your way to wellness,
one step at a time.
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lee Your Reﬁremehl’
Plan a Promotion
Veterans Save 5%

Off Entrance Fees

Since 2001,

veterans and non-veterans

alike have come to Central Georgia’s only
Life-Plan Community to live, learn, laugh
and play on our amenity-rich campus in
Macon. We call itcrafting your happy.

To schedule a visit or learn more:

478-845-6899

carlyleplaceinfo.org/military

Carly
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le Place

A Life-Plan Community of Atrium Health Navicent

D AtriumHealth

APPORTUNITY

5300 Zebulon Rd. | Macon, GA 31210
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First Friday on Forsyth Street bring

ake a few steps fur-
Tther west on First

Fridays and you’ll
find more of the eve-
ning’s magic than you
might have been aware
of.

For the last couple of
years, a few locations on
the 800 block of For-
syth Street, next to the
H&H Restaurant,
been keeping late hours,
expanding options for those out
enjoying First Friday culture and
shopping.

It’s just another indication of the
value that a burgeoning downtown
and First Friday bring to individuals
and the community.

And you’d probably have never
guessed it, but the walk to Forsyth
Street from First Street’s cluster of
art galleries is shorter than the walk
from there to Theatre Macon, where
“Angels in America: Millennium
Approaches” is on stage through
Sunday, directed by founding artis-
tic director Jim Crisp.

Of course, you can drive to For-
syth Street, too, and parking is free
there.

Here’s a sketch of places and peo-
ple that will make it worthwhile.
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The Rabbit Hole
811 Forsyth St.
rabbitholemacon.com.

Proprietors Autumn Van Gunten
and Cedric Smith said The Rabbit
Hole is an eclectic, highly curat-
ed lifestyle boutique whose name
reflects going down a rabbit hole
only to find everything from charm-
ing home goods, plants, candles,
fine art and all manner of other
furnishings and treasures.

Opening in late 2023, The Rabbit
Hole soon started staying open late
for First Fridays.

“We were adamant to do that and
be known as part of downtown,
that’s important to us,” Van Gunten
said. “Our location is not as walk-
able, but hey, there’s free parking.

We're open until 8 p.m.
on First Fridays and
have a few nibbles, some
wine or champagne and a
good place to come hang
out, listen to records
places and meet up with
friendly faces from the
community. We consid-
er The Rabbit Hole not
just a place to shop and

have Michael W, Pannell buy amazing things, but a

place to come, have a seat
on our couch and enjoy being here a
while. We don’t just allow that, we
encourage it.”

Van Gunten said the shop’s of-
ferings generally come from small-
er-scale makers locally and from
coast to coast, Spain, France and
other spots. She said items are often
from people she has known and ad-
mired for years, long before coming
to Macon from Savannah and start-
ing the shop just before COVID-19
hit.

“Cedric and I found we were go-
ing to Atlanta or back to Savannah
to shop for some of the things we
really loved and missed, so over
coffee one day, we decided to open
a boutique and bring those things
and other products here,” she said.
“I do a deep dive into our sup-
pliers as far as products, but also
whether they align with our values.
As much as we can, we buy from
women-owned businesses and peo-
ple of color. I develop a relationship
with most of our maker-suppliers
and know things like they’re having
a baby or there’s some other event
in their lives. It’s the kind of busi-
ness we want to run where there’s
community in all directions.”

Before coming to Macon, Van
Gunten began and still operates
Socially Yours, which manages so-
cial media for creative companies
around the country. She said it,
too, is built upon the idea of com-
munity and making connections as
she merges storytelling with social
media for clients, turning followers
into friends.

Most know Smith as a self-taught,

s books, boutiques
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Michael W. Pannell / The Melody

There’s a universe of entertainment between the pages of a book, and Bear’s Books on Forsyth Street has plenty to offer, including on
First Fridays after normal hours. Those who love to read can browse the books and there are often special activities for kids and adults.

popular, internationally known
painter and photographer best
known for his observations of Afri-
can American life with works root-
ed in themes of identity, represen-
tation and historical reclamation.
Many of those observations stem
from having grown up without see-
ing any, or any positive, represen-
tations of African Americans in ad-
vertising or product branding.
While his major works are sold
in major galleries across the U.S.

and Europe, you'll find prints and
figurines, his experimental abstract
works, for sale at more moderate
prices at The Rabbit Hole.

You'll also often find him taking
care of plants and other physical as-
pects of the store.

“Cedric is the more creative one,”
Van Gunten said. “I do all the sourc-
ing and ordering and Cedric curates
and decides how things are dis-
played. And by far, he’s the plant
person. If Ilook at a plant the wrong

way, it dies.”

Summing up, I asked Van Gunt-
en what she considered The Rabbit
Hole’s vibe to be and what a high-
light of owning it was.

“People,” she said. “The highlight
would have to be the people we've
gotten to know and who’ve become
part of The Rabbit Hole family.
I've not had a bad customer here
and there are so many we’ve come

See FRIDAY, Page A6
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CITY OF WARNER ROBINS PRESENTS 42nd Annual

INDEPENDENCE DAY

LELEBRATIO

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
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SATURDAY JUNE 28TH, 2025

GATES OPEN 6 PM
(SUBJECT TO CHANGE)
SHOW STARTS AT 7PM

WARNER ROBINS
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Micah Johnston / The Melody

TOP: FPD head baseball coach
and athletic director Greg Moore
looks on as the Brookstone Cou-
gars celebrate their win over the
Vikings in the GIAA Class 4A
State Championship in Colum-
bus last week. It was the second
straight championship for the
Cougars, who swept FPD in the
title last year as well.

BOTTOM: I'PD shortstop Keon
Johnson slides into second base
with a cloud of dust as Brookstone
shortstop Brennan Neal tries to
corral a high throw during the
GIAA Class 4A championship

in Columbus. The high throw
epitomized Game 2 of the cham-
pionship series, which featured
plenty of fielding miscues from
both teams.

Fielding woes doom FPD
in another title game loss

Micah Johnston
Sports Editor
micah@maconmelody.com

It seemed that fate — or luck, or
destiny, or perhaps even the base-
ball gods — threw FPD a curveball in
Columbus on Friday night.

The Vikings were vying for the GTAA
Class 4A state baseball championship
for the second straight year against
the Brookstone Cougars, the same op-
ponent that swept them in a best-of-
three series last season in Macon.

But despite a sparkling outing from
starter Wyatt Waters and a boatload of
baserunners on offense, two dropped
fly balls in the third inning cost FPD
(30-6) dearly in a 3-2 loss that gave
Brookstone (28-6) its second con-
secutive championship and sent the
Vikings packing at Synovus Park.

“Baseball’s just so weird,” Moore
said about 20 minutes later, after ac-
cepting the runner-up trophy and dol-
ing out hugs to his players following

the postgame breakdown. “A couple
of balls fall that probably ought to
be outs, and a guy gets a hit. It’s like,
what in the world is going on?”

The two drops — the second of
which resulted in an inside-the-park
home run for Brookstone — gave the
Cougars their only three runs of the
game. Waters was otherwise effec-
tive, routinely stranding runners and
recording clutch outs.

The junior escaped a bases-loaded
jam in the sixth inning to give FPD one
more shot at scoring the tying run in
the seventh, but one walk from pinch
hitter Sam Bryant was not enough to
spark a Vikings rally.

“He was great, and Wyatt’s been like
that all year. He more than gave us a
chance to win, and he probably de-
served to win, to be honest with you,”
Moore said of his starter. “When I
went out there to visit the mound, it
was just to reinforce that he was doing
everything really well.”

Waters pitched all six innings and —
though the three runs were listed as

earned because the dropped fly balls
were technically recorded as hits in-
stead of errors — struck out five while
only allowing four other hits and four
walks. He finished with 105 pitches,
62 of them strikes.

The Cougars had trouble field-
ing the ball themselves. Brookstone
shortstop Brennan Neal made several
throwing errors that gave FPD base-
runners, but most of them never came
home to roost.

The heartbreaking elimination
game loss came less than a day after
the Vikings lost the series opener to
the Cougars in extra innings. After a
lengthy weather delay Thursday, FPD
and Brookstone went to extras in a
3-3 tie before the Cougars scored six
runs in the ninth inning to shock the
Vikings and win 9-3 at about 1:30 a.m.

“Last night was tough, man,” Moore
said after Friday night’s game. “The
hotel this morning was difficult. We

See FPD, Page B2

Local players
transfer, MU
set for kickoff

Micah Johnston
Sports Editor

Two key Macon basket-
ball players transferred
to new schools recent-
ly, according to a report
from Georgia high school
basketball outlet Sandy’s
Spiel.

The first key transfer
came in the GHSA boys
Class 2A field, and it could
have major ramifications
on Bibb County basketball
next season. Alex Butts, a
sophomore for Westside
during the 2024-25 season
who became a solid con-
tributor by season’s end,
will transfer to Southwest
for the 2025-26 season.

Butts blossomed this year
with Westside. Seminoles
head coach Josh Grube
complemented Butts on his
“solid minutes” after the
team’s first-round playoff
victory this year. Now he
will join the Patriots, who
had a resurgent, landmark
season last year when they
reached the Class A-Divi-
sion I state championship
game.

Butts will be yet anoth-
er weapon on a Southwest
team filled with them. Only
a handful of contributors

include star scorers like CJ
Howard, Chase Dupree and
big man Rinaldo Callaway.
Howard scored 31 points in
the state title game against
B.E.S.T. Academy.

It will be the second time
in recent years that the Pa-
triots stand to benefit from
a Macon transfer, as Bran-
don Ashley transferred to
Southwest from Central
two seasons back. Ashley
had already been a prolif-
ic scorer with the Chargers
and continued that trend
as a Patriot, helping guide
them to the championship
game in his senior season.

A girls program in Macon
coming off a state champi-
onship win will also lose a
key contributor, as Central
Fellowship Christian Acad-
emy’s star guard Kennedy
Bradshaw elected to trans-
fer to Warner Robins.

Bradshaw, a  strong
three-point shooter and
well-rounded player,
helped the Lancers win the
GIAA Class 2A girls state
championship this season
after a dominant year. She
will make a big jump, mov-
ing all the way up to the

See NOTEPAD, Page B3

Somtimes, sports
can just get weird

he road

I to Co-

lumbus

can be an un-

expectedly ee-
rie one.

Not by the
light of day,
mind you — in
the bright af-
ternoon sun

the route to
the city that
straddles  the

Georgia-Alabama line
which my old Toyota put-
tered along last weekend
was quite normal, even at
times picturesque.

A massive field of so-
lar panels sprawled out
across the grass at one
point. The panels covered
a hill that undulated next
to the highway, peaking
perfectly at the horizon
at one point in such a way
that the solar farm seemed
infinite. It was almost
reminiscent of a Philip K.
Dick novel, though you
could tell the array of pan-
els ended at the bottom of
the other side of the slope
if you looked hard enough.

Micah Johnston

At other points
more natural fea-
tures took sim-
ilar hold of the
landscape. Trees
blotted out the
sun for lengthy
stretches before
giving way to
flower fields that
flared out over
surprisingly flat
plains.

In reality, the scenery
was mostly run-of-the-mill
rural Georgia stuff. I prob-
ably  over-romanticized
some of the nature in an
effort to make the trip
more amusing.

Perhaps that was be-
cause I was slightly wary
of what I anticipated
would be a late night. Af-
ter all, the reason I was
trekking to Columbus was
to cover the GIAA baseball
championships, specifi-
cally the Class 4A finale
between No. 1 FPD and

See JOHNSTON, Page B2

Mercer to host Los Angeles FC for FIFA Club World Cup practice

Micah Johnston
Sports Editor

Mercer University will serve as the prac-
tice facility for Los Angeles Football Club
ahead of the FIFA Club World Cup in At-
lanta this month and could host a FIFA
World Cup team in 2026, the university
announced at a press conference Tuesday.

After an introduction from Mercer ath-
letic director Jim Cole, Mayor Lester Miller
unfurled an LAFC jersey emblazoned with
Olivier Giroud’s name and number while
he announced that the team would practice
in Macon ahead of its Club World Cup ap-
pearance.

“Join me in standing shoulder-to-shoul-
der with the Los Angeles Football Club,”
Miller said as he showed off the kit. “Macon
and Mercer University have been picked to
host them as their official practice facility
in the community. This is our team, this is
their time.”

The California squad is set to arrive June
13 to use Mercer’s newly-renovated soc-
cer field and facilities, which Cole said the
university spent “seven figures” renovating

to get up to FIFA standards. The team will
stay for about two weeks.

The hosting was organized by Mercer
in partnership with Macon-Bibb County,
Visit Macon and the Georgia Department
of Economic Development. Should the gig
go well this month, Mercer will be in the
running to host a country’s national team
during the regular World Cup in 2026.

Fans will not be able to watch the team
practice over the course of the two weeks
they train in Macon, Cole said, emphasiz-
ing the scale of the Club World Cup’s op-
eration.

“It’d be like the Dallas Cowboys com-
ing to town,” he said. “It’s like the Atlanta
Falcons coming here to do their summer
camp.”

The team could bring around 75 people to
town, Cole said, including dieticians, train-
ers, massage therapists and other team em-
ployees besides the players. The organiza-
tion will stay at a Macon hotel secured with
the help of Visit Macon and use Mercer’s

See WORLD CUP, Page B3

Jason Vorhees / The Melody
From left: Mercer athletic director Jim Cole, Visit Macon CEO Gary Wheat, Georgia Department of Economic
Development tourism director Jay Markwalter and Mayor Lester Miller pose with LAFC gear at Mercer.
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LEFT: I'PD's Sam Bryant, who entered the game as a pinch hitter and drew a walk in the top of the seventh, gets a hug from Wyatt Waters (9) after the Vikings made the last out in the GIAA Class 4A State Championship in
Columbus last weekend. FPD kept it competitive, but two fielding errors doomed the Vikings to a loss against the Brookstone Cougars in the title game for the second consecutive year.

RIGHT: FPD pitcher Wyatt Waters hurls a pitch towards home during his outing in the GIAA Class 4A championship last weekend. Waters pitched all six innings and allowed three runs after some fly balls dropped for hits early on.

FPD, from B1:

had a team meeting this morning, and I
think they came in today ready to fight,
even after that late one last night. They did
everything they could to win the ballgame,
it just didn’t go our way.”

Moore said the message for his players
was all about encouragement, given the
circumstances.

“We didn’t have a great two days — but
really, honestly, we didn’t have a great two
innings in Columbus,” Moore said. “We
played super for eight innings (Thursday),
then we didn’t play well in the ninth. Then
we played good baseball today except for
one inning.

“So you take 16 total innings, we played
really well for 14 of the 16, but that cost us
the series. It’s really hard."

FPD’s two runs came in the fifth when
the Vikings followed up a throwing error
by Neal with a walk and a single to load the

bases. The Cougars then put Neal on the
bump, and things looked bleak when the
sophomore promptly blew the ball right
past the next two FPD hitters for a pair of
strikeouts.

But nine-hole hitter Harrison Keenan
would not let the rally go by the wayside.
The outfielder sliced a single inside the
left-field line to drive in two, putting FPD
right back in the game.

“Obviously I'm disappointed, but I'm re-
ally proud of our boys,” Moore said. “Lotta
fight in that dugout, and against some pret-
ty stacked odds, to be honest with you.”

Keenan’s contribution epitomized one of
FPD’s keys to success over the course of the
season: contributions came from every-
where. The Vikings had only three seniors,
none of them key starters.

“It’s really kind of the way they’ve done
this thing all year long. Different guys all
the time doing they’re part, everybody be-
ing unselfish, and our seniors really led the

Johnston, from B1:

No. 2 Brookstone.

There’s always some nerves before a
championship game, whether you're a
journalist or an athlete. In this case, the
feeling was exacerbated. The weather was
on the fritz last week, so much so that the
Vikings had their first game of the cham-
pionship series on Thursday delayed until
after 9 p.m.

That contest did not wrap up until about
1:30 a.m. Needless to say I was less than
optimistic as cloudy shadows from the
overcast skies rolled in when I arrived at
Synovus Park, home of the Braves’ Dou-
ble-A team the Columbus Clingstones, at
about 5:30 p.m.

Luckily, a short spot of bad weather from
an earlier game was the only hurdle the Vi-
kings faced in terms of delays. The game
started at 8 p.m., only an hour late.

The problem was on the field for FPD,
not in the sky — they played well but
simply could not string together enough
hits to win despite consistently having
baserunners.

By the time everything was said and
done, the Vikings lost to Brookstone 3-2 to
end the season, just as they did last sea-
son. It was an unfortunate climax for a
spirited FPD team that was one of the best
and most fun squads to watch in Middle
Georgia all year long.

After editing photos — yes, I did indeed
take pictures in the absence of our won-
derful photographer Jason Vorhees; my
work pales in comparison — and finishing
my story, I published everything and left
the stadium, now eerily empty, at about
12:15 a.m. After grabbing some grub, I was
on the road back to Macon close to 1 a.m.

It was a different drive altogether.

The lack of cars, the ever-expansive rural
Georgia night sky and the silence outside
changed the atmosphere entirely. What
was a pleasant ride over was still pleasant,
but this time because of how transformed
the ride felt.

Those same throngs of solar panels that
had seemed magnificent to look at were
now nearly invisible in the night. Knowing
they were there after gazing at them on the
drive in, I somehow noticed them when
I drove past them in the dark. The same
went for some of the more eye-catching
fields I'd passed on the way over.

Then there were the machines.

In stark contrast to the gradual pickup of
urban structure I'd traveled through when
entering Columbus, the emptier outskirt
roads were dotted with what I believe were
asphalt paving trucks, though I couldn’t be
sure.

The hulking vehicles clinked and clanked
their way past my car in the opposite lane
— loud, slow and hardly discernible in the
wee hours of that Saturday morning except
for the aforementioned noise and the twin-
kling safety lights they were stippled with.

All these things, when combined with
some songs in my playlist laden with
swirling synthesizers and ambient sound-
scapes, made for a memorable ride home,
if a weird one.

It made me think a lot about the strange
events that unfolded on the field for FPD
that night.

I mentioned that the Vikings played well
despite the loss in the title game, and they
did. Pitcher Wyatt Waters had a nice night,
putting a few opposing hitters on but al-
most always wriggling out of it. He eventu-
ally finished all six innings for FPD.

But it only took two plays for the show-
down to go awry for the Vikings. A pair
of third-inning fly balls that likely should
have been outs, the first in left field and
the second in right field, got lost in the
lights and fell in for hits. The two knocks,
the second of which ended up being an in-
side-the-park home run for Brookstone,
helped give the Cougars a 3-0 lead.

FPD’s defense had been one of its stron-
gest assets all year, but alas, the fluke hits
were the difference.

“Baseball’s just so weird,” FPD head
coach Greg Moore said after the game end-
ed. “A couple of balls fall that probably
ought to be outs, and a guy gets a hit. It’s
like, what in the world is going on?

“Some crazy things happened tonight,
and it’s unexplainable, honestly.”

Much like how the ordinary night sky
and the late hour changed my drive back
to Macon from Columbus, it only took a
couple factors for a championship game to
be flipped on its head.

Sometimes that’s just how it goes: things
get weird.

charge on that,” he said.

Moore said FPD doesn’t think of its base-
ball program in terms of a different team
each year. He pointed to a green wrist-
band he wore emblazoned with the word
“FAMILY.”

“You see this thing on my wrist, they all
wear one. That’s what it’s about. We go to
church together on Sundays. We have din-
ner at my house,” the head coach said of
his team. “It’s really not like 'this team,' or
'the next team' or whatever. This isn’t real-
ly a ‘say goodbye’ moment for us. It really
has become a family.”

Nonetheless, crucial stars like Waters,
Keon Johnson, Connor Strandmark, Brady

McHugh and football talent Major Sim-
mons will all be back next season.

Even if luck was not on the Vikings’ side
in Columbus, the future looks bright.

“Some crazy things happened tonight,
and it’s unexplainable, honestly. I don’t
know if there is a hump to get over, to be
honest with you,” Moore said. “We have a
really good baseball team, and we’ve won a
lot of baseball games the last two or three
years.

“Everybody wants a trophy. But that
doesn’t mean you're not doing things
right... Maybe we’ll get one, but even if
we don’t, I'd rather be in that dugout with
them.”
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World Cup, B1:

football field house and weight room for workouts.

With the team should come plenty of fans to boost Ma-
con tourism, Visit Macon CEO Gary Wheat said. Macon’s
sports tourism industry has grown from roughly $2 mil-
lion in 2017 to $12.5 million in 2024. Wheat said the city
has already seen about $11 million of sports tourism rev-
enue this year.

“It’s what, June 3? That’s pretty good,” Mayor Miller
said after Wheat listed the statistics.

LAFC earned its spot in Group D, the set of teams playing
in Atlanta, after defeating the Mexican squad Club Ameri-
ca in a thrilling extra time game May 31. Los Angeles will
face Chelsea, a storied team in England’s world-renowned
Premier League, in Atlanta on June 16.

The arrival date of June 13 for LAFC could change, Cole
and other officials said, but the team will depart once its
Club World Cup run ends.

Trusting the process

Wheat knew as soon as he saw Atlanta selected as a
World Cup site that Macon could be a part of something
special.

“It’s kind of like the Olympics, it’s one of those oppor-
tunities that only comes along once every so often, and
in Atlanta it’s once in a lifetime,” he said. “When Atlanta
was announced as a host site, we wanted to make sure
that we had a seat at the table.”

Along with Mercer deputy athletic director Daniel Tate,
Wheat took the lead on bringing the global soccer phe-
nomenon to Macon.

“We knew we could do it with the leaders we have
here, and we knew it would be an excellent opportunity
to showcase our great community,” Wheat said. “It’s also
a great economic impact ... They’ll eat here, they’ll stay
here and their fans and administrators and all that will
descend upon Macon.”

It took about a year for Mercer, Macon-Bibb County
and Visit Macon to get the city in as a potential practice
site, Wheat said, noting the long application process.

FIFA’s requirements for Mercer’s site were not to be
taken lightly.

“I was very proud of our field before we started this pro-
cess. But after their site visits and visiting other sites that
had World Cup-type facilities, I quickly realized that our
pitch was not up to World Cup standards,” Cole said.

A key donation made the pricey field renovation possi-
ble, Cole said, and now FIFA officials are rigorously in-
specting the pitch on a regular basis to make sure it’s up
to snuff for World Cup competition, practice field or not.

“T'll tell you, a World Cup representative is here three
times a week measuring the grass, taking temperatures,
that’s how intense it is,” Cole said. “We’ve learned a lot,
and we’re really proud of it.”

The security measures will be tight as well.

“We have the fence around the soccer field, we’ve had
to install a secondary fence as sort of a staging area where
the buses come in where they can sort of unload,” Cole
said. “They’ll have security with them at all times... It’s
just the way they do things in World Cup soccer.”

While the team practices will not be open to fans, Wheat
said the city will be working with LAFC on community en-
gagement possibilities. There could also be prize packag-
es raffled or auctioned off, as Maconites were encouraged
by Miller and others to root for LAFC as Macon’s “home-
town team” in the tournament.

After the tentative Macon arrival date June 13, LAFC

Jason Vorhees / The Melody

will face Chelsea on June 16 at 3 p.m. in Atlanta to begin

Group D play.

TOP: Macon Mayor Lester Miller reveals an LAFC jersey as he announces that the club will practice at Mercer this month for the Club World Cup.

BOTTOM: Mercer athletic director Jim Cole speaks to a large crowd of fans, employees and media in Mercer's Heritage Hall at University Center.

Jason Vorhees / The Melody

Mercer safety Myles Redding (2) evades Rhode Island defenders as he scores a touchdown following an interception during the Bears' 17-10 win against URI in the first
round of the FCS playofs last season. After a program-best campaign in 2024, Mercer will begin its 2025 season against UC Davis in the FCS Classic in Montgomery.

Notepad, from B1:

GHSA Class 4A level to play with the De-
monettes.

The Demonettes, though they fell short
of a championship, did not have too bad a
season themselves last year — the Warner
Robins girls did not lose a single game until
their region championship game, then fell
in the second round of the 4A playoffs to
finish with only two losses.

GHSA holds
reclassification meeting

The GHSA’s Reclassification Committee
met in Thomaston on Wednesday to discuss
a range of issues including submitted pro-
posals for changes and narrowing down the
options for modifying the power rankings
system.

While the meeting’s minutes have not
yet been released, the committee published
its agenda Tuesday. The agenda only list-
ed a few items of business but showed that
the committee largely focused on agreeing
to changes ahead of the October meeting,
which will require finalized recommenda-
tions on rule changes.

Commenters on the GHSA’s Facebook
post called for everything from new rules on
players transferring to a complete shake-up
of classification. One fan pitched the idea
that the GHSA should make one division of
schools that have yet to win a state cham-
pionship, guaranteeing one school a trophy
for the first time ever.

Mercer football kickoff set

for primetime slot on ESPN
The Bears will start their football season
with a bang later this season when they face
UC Davis on August 23 in primetime on

ESPN, according to an announcement made
last week.

Mercer, which won the Southern Con-
ference for the first time ever last year in
a program-best season, finished the 2024-
25 season 11-3 and ranked No. 7 in the FCS
StatsPerform Top 25. The UC Davis Ag-
gies finished an identical 11-3 and finished
No. 5.

It should be a slugfest at 7 p.m. on August
23, the primetime slot on ESPN to open the
college football season. The game is part of
the FCS Kickoff game in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, in which the Bears have participated
before. They defeated North Alabama 17-7
in the 2023 edition of the special kickoff
game.

"We're thrilled to help launch another
season of college football in Montgomery,
Alabama, in back-to-back weekend games,"
FCS executive director Clay Norrell said in
a Mercer Athletics article. "We are excited
to have both Mercer and Tuskegee return
to the historic Cramton Bowl and look for-
ward to welcoming new opponents to these
matchups."

Pickleball events on the horizon

Macon’s industry-leading indoor pickle-
ball complex has some fun events planned
for the beginning of summer.

Rhythm and Rally at the Macon Mall will
host regular events for pickleball enthusi-
asts during June, including singles events
scheduled for Friday and a “Courts and
Coffee” event Monday. The courts also host
an Industry Night each Wednesday. Educa-
tors are the industry focus the second week
of June followed by first responders and
members of the military the third week and
service industry members the last week of
June.

Other fun events down the road include
a 1970s “Retro Beach DJ Pickleball night,”
which will feature a DJ playing ‘“70s tunes
while players match up across the court.
There will be a prize for the best “7os at-
tire, so the event page encouraged players
to “think tie dye shirts, bell bottoms, flower
crowns!” The event is set for June 19.

The last event is the most serious: the
“Cream of the Crop” tournament intended
to find some of the best players in Middle
Georgia. The winner of the tournament,
which begins June 21, will qualify for the
championship that takes place in Octo-
ber and earn Rhythm and Rally "Powered
Player" status.
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Almanac

Today is the 156th day of 2025
and the 78th day of spring.

TODAY'S HISTORY: In 1947,
Secretary of State George Mar-
shall proposed the Marshall Plan
for economic aid to war-torn Eu-
rope.

In 1968, U.S. presidential can-
didate Robert F. Kennedy was fa-
tally shot by Sirhan Sirhan at the
Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles.

In 1981, the Centers for Disease
Control reported the first recog-
nized cases of what later became
known as AIDS.

In 2004, former President Ron-
ald Reagan died of pneumonia
complicated by Alzheimer's dis-
ease at age 93.

TODAY'S BIRTHDAYS: Adam
Smith (1723-1790), economist/
philosopher; John  Maynard
Keynes (1883-1946), economist;
Richard Scarry (1919-1994), chil-
dren's author; Bill Moyers (1934-
), TV journalist/author; Spalding
Gray (1941-2004), actor/writ-
er; Ken Follett (1949- ), author;
Kathleen Kennedy (1953- ), film
producer; Kenny G (1956- ), mu-
sician; Jeff Garlin (1962- ), actor/
comedian; Rick Riordan (1964- ),
author; Mark Wahlberg (1971- ),
actor; Nick Kroll (1978- ), actor/
comedian; Pete Wentz (1979- ),
singer-songwriter/musician.

TODAY'S FACT: According to
the Alzheimer's Association, an
estimated 7.2 million Americans
ages 65 or older have Alzheimer's
disease in 2025.

TODAY'S SPORTS: In 1993,
Julie Krone rode Colonial Affair
to victory in the Belmont Stakes,
becoming the first female jockey
ever to win a Triple Crown race.

TODAY'S QUOTE: "You never
get cheered for telling people the
situation is not as simple as they
think." — Ken Follett, "Fall of Gi-
ants"

TODAY'S NUMBER: 21 — ap-
proximate percentage of the
Israeli population that is Arab.

TODAY'S MOON: Between
first quarter moon (June 2) and
full moon (June 11).

Macon’s Rick Devens
returns to ‘Survivor’

Rick Devens, former WGXA
Macon news anchor and spokes-
person for Middle Georgia State
University, is headed back to the
island for “Survivor” Season 50,
according to CBS News.

Devens is among two dozen
returning cast members for the
show’s milestone season titled
“In the Hands of the Fans.”

Devens became a fan favorite
in the show’s 38th season titled
“Edge of Extinction” in 2019 af-
ter he was eliminated early on but
returned in a twist that allowed
eliminated contestants a chance
to get back in the game. Devens
finished fourth after being elim-
inated in a fire-making challenge
and won five immunity idols on
the show.

The 50th season is expected to
air in Spring 2026 on CBS and
streaming on Paramount+.

Regional healthcare
high school planned
in Houston County

A regional high school aimed at
preparing students to work in the
healthcare field is being planned
in Houston County through a
grant-funded effort and part-
nership between Central Geor-
gia Technical College, Houston
Healthcare, the Houston Coun-
ty School District and the 21st
Century Partnership.

A $250 million grant from
Bloomberg Philanthropies will
pay for staff and programming
needs for the school, which is
among 10 others across the coun-
try in places including Boston,
Massachusetts; Charlotte, North
Carolina; Dallas, Texas; Durham,
North Carolina; Houston, Tex-
as; Nashville, Tennessee; De-
mopolis, Alabama and northeast
Tennessee.

The regional approach will
allow students from multiple
school districts to explore health-
care education throughout high
school. After enrolling, students

Community Brief

will be able to work paid intern-
ships that count toward their col-
lege credentials in programs such
as ultrasound technology, respi-
ratory technology, hemodialysis,
cardiovascular technology and
radiologic technology. The goal
is to prepare students to work in
high-skill, high-wage positions
within healthcare organizations
in Middle Georgia.

“We're excited to receive this
support to advance the allied
health workforce throughout our
region,” Ivan H. Allen, CGTC’s
president, said. “Our commu-
nity is honored that Bloomberg
Philanthropies has made this
investment in our state. We are
committed to doing the nec-
essary hard work to facilitate
new opportunities for second-
ary students that positively af-
fect the workforce and our local
communities for generations.”

Houston Healthcare,
Emory to integrate

The Georgia Attorney Gener-
al’s Office gave the green light to
Houston Healthcare and Emory
Healthcare to join forces.

The agreement designates
Emory as the sole controlling
member of Houston Healthcare
and commits Emory to making
significant capital investments
and providing charity and indi-
gent care under Emory’s current
policies. Emory also agreed to
provide emergency services to
Houston County contingent on
supplemental funds from local,
state or county governments to
offset losses up to $750,000 per
year for at least seven years.

The commitments will be en-
forced by a newly formed non-
profit called the HHC Foun-
dation. The state approved the
integration on May 12.

In 2019, the state approved a
merger agreement between The
Medical Center of Central Geor-
gia Navicent Health and Houston
Healthcare. However, the merger
fell through in 2021 upon a Fed-

eral Trade Commission investi-
gation and ruling that found it
“was likely to cause significant
harm to central Georgia patients
and businesses in the form of
higher healthcare costs. Staff also
uncovered evidence that compe-
tition to improve quality of pa-
tient care, invest in facilities and
technologies, and expand access
to healthcare services would be
harmed by the merger.”

Grants to reduce litter,
beautify Macon parks
Keep Macon-Bibb Beautiful re-

cently received two grants from
Keep America Beautiful totaling
$7,500. The Greatest American
Cleanup Grant of $2,500 will be
used towards litter reduction and
beautification projects in the Fort
Hill Community Park on East-
view Avenue. The other grant, an
MLK Community Improvement
Grant, is for $5,000 and will be
used for beautification initiatives
and an after-school gardening
program at Martin Luther King,
Jr. Elementary School on Shurl-
ing Drive in East Macon.

Macon senator
announces bid for
lieutenant governor

Sen. John F. Kennedy, R-Ma-
con, announced his bid for lieu-
tenant governor on Monday. Ken-
nedy is a partner at the downtown
law firm James Bates Brannan
Groover LP and was first elected
to the state senate in 2015.

“As a lifelong Georgian born
and raised in Adrian, Georgia, I
learned small-town values at a
young age,” Kennedy wrote in a
Facebook post announcing his
candidacy. “In 2015, I took those
same rural values to Atlanta as a
state senator to fight — and win -
for Georgia families. I'm running
to serve as your next Lt. Governor
because we need leaders who will
work hard every day to make sure
Georgia’s best days are ahead.”

In the most recent session un-
der the Gold Dome, Kennedy,

who was president pro tempore
of the senate, championed a tort
reform bill and backed legislation
including the Georgia Promise
Scholarship, which provides state
vouchers for students in failing
public schools to pay tuition and
enroll at private school.

New center transforms care
for adults with intellectual,
developmental disabilities

Ground was broken downtown
Thursday morning on a new fa-
cility designed to transform care
for adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. The
34,000 square-foot building on
Hazel Street will house River
Edge’s short-term behavioral and
crisis service and Mercer School
of Medicine’s outpatient care,
making it the first facility of its
kind in Georgia.

Outpatient care it will provide
includes primary care, dental
care, audiology, imaging, speech
therapy, physical therapy, occu-
pational therapy and an on-site
pharmacy.

An open house at the facility
is set for Monday, June 9, at 750
Hazel St.
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All times Eastern. Start times can vary based
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on
your on-screen guide.

Straw
Netflix =

Taraji P. Henson leads producer/writer/direc-
tor Tyler Perry’s thriller as a single mother
who faces a series of unfortunate events that
lead her down an unexpected path. Strug-
gling against circumstances beyond her con-
trol and fueled by desperation, she becomes
entangled in a harrowing situation and at
the center of suspicion in a world that seems
indifferent to her existence. Sherri Shepherd,
Teyana Taylor, Glynn Turman, Sinbad and
Rockmond Dunbar costar.

Wylde Pak

Nickelodeon, 7:30 p.m. =

Exploring the dynamics of a multigenera-
tional and multicultural blended family, this
animated series follows half siblings Lily
(voice of Nikki Castillo) and Jack (voice of

CATCH A CLASSIC

A Face in the Crowd
TCM, 8 p.m.

Andy Griffith gives an extraordinary perfor-
mance as Larry “Lonesome” Rhodes, the
lead character of this 1957 Elia Kazan-di-
rected drama that marked Griffith’s screen
debut. Although Rhodes is a Southern char-
acter like Griffith’s kindly and beloved Sher-
iff Andy Taylor from the actor’s later classic
sitcom The Andy Griffith Show, this man’s

‘Secrets Declassified
Wwith David Duchovny’

RAMONA ROSALES, A+E NETWORKS

Benjamin Plessala) as they learn to navigate
new family dynamics under the same roof
for the first time.

BMF

Starz, 9 p.m. =

In Season 4, Meech and Terry (Demetrius
Flenory Jr. and Da'Vinchi) fight to keep their
dream alive, but staying ahead of their rivals
and law enforcement takes a toll on their
relationship.

acal personality that only grows as the one-
time drunken drifter finds himself — thanks
to the radio journalist (Patricia Neal) who
discovers him (and later regrets the mon-
ster she created) — rising as a nationally
renowned media personality and political
demagogue. If you only know Griffith from
his sitcom, check out his dynamic acting
range here as Rhodes, a role that helped the
actor become a star and really should have
earned him an Oscar nomination. Besides
being ignored by the Academy, A Face in the
Crowd also had mixed reviews on its original
release, and wasn’t overly successful at the

Secrets Declassified
With David Duchovny

History, 10 p.m. =

The first season concludes with “Unholy
Alliances,” which looks at how, when govern-
ments strike dark deals with cults, mobs and
even sworn enemies, frosty relationships and
mounting tensions are tested head on. From
the CIA’s attempt to enlist the Chicago mob
to assassinate Castro, to a World War 1l battle
where U.S. troops fought alongside the Ger-
man army, to Vladimir Putin’s recruitment

of a convicted murderer as his personal as-
sassin, which sacrifices are worth the bigger
picture?

Resident Alien
Syfy & USA Network, 11 p.m. =

The fourth season starts with Harry (Alan
Tudyk) and his baby Bridget stuck in prison
on the Grey Moonbase, while a shape-shift-
ing Alien called a Mantid (also Tudyk) is
trying to pass himself off as the real Harry.
Harry manages to escape and arrives back
on Earth for a showdown, but is no longer
able to access his alien side (he’s gone and
become human?!). Enter the real fun as Asta
(Sara Tomko) and D'Arcy (Alice Wetterlund)
struggle to keep his alien status a secret,
while Sheriff Mike (Corey Reynolds) attempts
to solve some mysterious deaths in Patience
that he is beginning to think aren’t caused
by anything human.

WARNER BROS.

MOVIES
YOU’LL LOVE

DISNEY ENTERPRISES, INC.

Goodfellas (1990, Crime drama)
Robert De Niro, Ray Liotta AMC,
7 p.m.

Harry Potter and the Goblet of
Fire (2005, Fantasy) Daniel Rad-
cliffe, Rupert Grint E!, 7 p.m.

The Big Wedding (2013, Ro-
mance-comedy) Robert De Niro,
Diane Keaton VH1, 7 p.m.

Doctor Strange (2016, Action)
Benedict Cumberbatch, Chiwetel
Ejiofor FX, 8 p.m.

Independence Day (1996, Science
fiction) Will Smith, Bill Pullman
SYFY, 8 p.m.

The SpongeBob SquarePants
Movie (2004, Children) Tom Kenny,
Bill Fagerbakke NICK, 8 p.m.

The Lion King (1994, Children)
Matthew Broderick, Jeremy Irons
Freeform, 9 p.m.

I Thought My Husband’s Wife
Was Dead (2024, Suspense) Le-
Toya Luckett, Sherilyn Allen LMN,
10 p.m.

The Departed (2006, Crime
drama) Leonardo DiCaprio, Matt
Damon AMC, 10 p.m.

National Treasure (2004, Adven-
ture) Nicolas Cage, Diane Kruger
TNT, 10:30 p.m.

charming accent and folksy “aw-shucks”
persona is not the genuine article, and in-
stead hides a cruel, ambitious and egomani-

box office. But time has looked kindly on
the film, thanks not only to Griffith’s per-
formance but also the story’s look at the

volatile intersection of media, celebrity and
politics that appears ever more prescient
with each passing year.

From the editors of

TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

THE UL TIMATEINSIDER'S GUIDE
4
‘ (7

THE ULTIMATE
INSIDER’S GUIDE

NASCAR

FOR FASTEST SERVICE ORDER ONLINE: NASCAR.tvgm2025.com

® Why Joey Logano or Ryan Blaney will win again
e All the Cup series frontrunners

e Exclusive interview with Dale Earnhardt Jr.

e Sizing up every track on the Cup circuit

e Expert analysis from top TV commentators

/




People ... Bﬁ

Photos by Atrium Health Navicent and Jason Vorhees

1: Atrium Health Navicent cancer patients form a human ribbon to raise aware-
ness for cancer on June 3, in celebration of National Cancer Survivors Month. 2:
Cancer survivors and hospital teammates wave to the sky for a photo out front of
the Atrium Health Navicent heart tower.

Photos by Macon-Bibb Recreation Department, Macon-Bibb EMA,
Macon Mental Health Matters Isabel Adams-Webb and Jason Vorhees

3: Piedmont Macon hosted a cancer survivor celebration Wednesday inside the
hospitals cancer center classroom. The celebration for cancer survivors includ-
ed a drum circle experience with Dr. Gloria Cisse and Rodney Mason from The

Southern Center for Choice Theory in Macon. 4: The Macon-Bibb Emergency
Management Agency hosted an Emergency Preparedness Fair at Wesleyan College
May 31. Visitors who attended learned how to stay safe in the event of a disaster,
participated in hands-on activities, and received free preparedness kits. 5: Macon
Mental Health Matters hosted its first-ever symposium May 23-24 at the South Bibb
Recreation Center. 6: Members of the Macon-Bibb County Fire Department as-
sisted the Bibb County Sheriff’s Office Animal Enforcement Unit with the safe re-
moval of a 12-foot alligator from a business on Joe Tamplin Industrial Boulevard.
7: Sandra Stone, a fitness instructor at the Wellness Center, reacts as Henry Ficklin,
Macon-Bibb County executive director of community affairs, reads a proclamation
in her honor Wednesday. Stone was recognized by the Mayor's office after being
named a finalist for the 2025 national SilverSneakers Instructor of the Year award.

To submit photos to the People page, email them to
photos@maconmelody.com

Photos by Richard Frazier

8-10: The cast of Theatre Macon's production “Angels
in America Part 17 rehearses scenes for the show. The
production runs May 30-June 8 and tickets can be pur-
chased at theatremacon.com.
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